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SEPA CLIMATE CHANGE PLAN - STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT STATEMENT 

 

SECTION 1 - INTRODUCTION 
 
The Climate Change Plan 
 
1.1 The Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) has prepared a Climate Change Plan (CCP) which sets out the Agency’s strategic aims, 

objectives and activities in the context of climate change from 2008 to 2012 in the following main areas: 
 

�  Monitoring and analysis; 
�  Regulation; 

�  Advice to operators; 
�  Greening SEPA; 

�  Informing and influencing; and 
�  Communicating information. 

 
1.2 A Climate Change Bill which proposes to set a statutory target of 80% reductions in greenhouse gas emissions by 2050 was put before the Scottish 

Parliament on 5 December 2008.  With this context in mind, SEPA considers that it has an obligation to ensure that it is well positioned and proactive 
in helping the Scottish Government deliver its climate change targets and that it has effective measures in place to minimise the impacts of climate 
change.   

1.3 The SEPA CCP sets out: 

�  Current baseline of SEPA activities in the context of climate change 
�  Strategic aims and objectives for the period 2008 – 2012 
�  Specific actions SEPA will take to achieve the aims and objectives 
�  Some key performance indicators 

 
1.4 The CCP is structured around immediate and longer term actions and takes into account SEPA’s activities connected with monitoring, advice, and 

regulatory activities.  A copy of the adopted plan is available at http://www.sepa.org.uk/climate_change.aspx.   
 
Strategic Environmental Assessment 
 
1.5 Under the Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005, the SEPA CCP required a “Strategic Environmental Assessment” (SEA) as part of its 

preparation.  The purpose of SEA is to ensure that information on the environmental effects of a plan or programme is gathered and made available 
as the plan is prepared and implemented.  SEA requires that SEPA, in its preparation of the CCP: 

 
�  Identifies, describes and evaluates the significant environmental effects of implementing the CCP and any alternatives; 
�  Identifies measures to prevent, reduce or as fully as possible offset any adverse effects; 
�  Provides for early and effective opportunity to engage in preparation of the plan – through consultation; 
�  Monitors implementation of the plan to identify any unforeseen environmental effects and take remedial action where necessary; and 
�  Report all of the above in an “Environmental Report” (see 1.7 overleaf). 
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Purpose of this SEA Statement 
 
1.6 This “SEA Statement” sets out how the findings of the SEA have been taken into account and how views expressed during the consultation period 

have been taken into account as the SEPA Climate Change Plan has been finalised and formally approved.  The SEA Statement is a statutory 
requirement under the Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005.  This SEA statement has been prepared in accordance with guidance set out 
in Chapter 7 of the Scottish SEA Toolkit1. 

 
1.7 For further details about how the assessment was undertaken and its findings, please refer to the Environmental Report.  This is available at 

http://www.sepa.org.uk/climate_change.aspx or by writing to SEA Gateway, SEPA, Environmental Strategy, Erskine Court, The Castle Business 
Park, Stirling,  FK9 4TR, or by telephoning 01786 452431. 

SECTION 2 - HOW ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS HAVE B EEN INTEGRATED INTO THE SEPA CLIMATE 
CHANGE PLAN 

2.1 SEPA’s main role is to protect the environment and human health.  Accordingly, preparation of the Climate Change Plan has been undertaken with 
this main role in mind.  However, SEA offers the opportunity to be able to systematically test the environmental effects of the plan. 

 
2.2 Environmental considerations have been integrated into the plan through the following ways: 
 

Plan Preparation – SEPA has prepared the CCP in a way that cuts across many of the Agency’s environmental protection activities.  Accordingly, 
SEPA is seeking to integrate the CCP (and therefore its climate change objectives) into its day to day activities.  This affords a very high degree of 
integration as well as ensuring that environmental considerations are core to delivery of the plan. 
 
Environmental Expertise – Preparation of the CCP was informed by a comprehensive range of environmental expertise available to SEPA from its 
wide environmental protection duties.  Involvement of these experts in the plan preparation process has ensured that environmental considerations 
have been effectively built into the preparation process. 
 
Consultation – The CCP has been subject to consultation and, where appropriate, environmental considerations expressed by respondees have 
also been incorporated into the plan.   
 
SEA – Through the SEA, environmental effects have been identified and appropriate mitigation measures put into place (see 3.11 below).  The way 
the SEA Environmental Report has been taken into account is detailed in Section 3 below. 
 

 
 

                                                           
1 Available at: www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2006/09/13104943/0 
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SECTION 3 - HOW HAS THE ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT BEEN T AKEN INTO ACCOUNT ? 
 
3.1 The Environmental Report found that overall the CCP is likely to lead to positive effects for the environment, particularly in relation to climate change, 

air, water and soil quality and in respect of resource efficiency.  This was unsurprising given the key objective of the CCP is to integrate actions to 
mitigate and adapt to climate change into SEPA’s mainstream environmental protection activities. The Environmental Report did identify a few areas 
where the CCP could be enhanced or where potential adverse environmental effects needed to be considered as the plan is implemented.  To 
address these issues, mitigation measures have been identified (see para 3.11).  

 
3.2 The results of the assessment are described in detail in the Environmental Report2, in particular in the completed matrices in part 2 of the main 

report. The key findings and mitigation measures are summarised below3: 
 
3.3 Effects on Air 
 
3.3.1 Generally, most of the activities in the CCP will contribute to an improvement in air quality.  In particular, by seeking to reduce the emissions of 

greenhouse gases, it is likely that other polluting emissions to air will also be reduced.  The activities connected with monitoring and analysis (section 
8.1), regulation (section 8.2), advice to operators (section 8.3) and informing and influencing (section 8.5), should all lead to some improvements in 
air quality, although the contribution of the CCP compared to other drivers will likely be small.  Where improvements in air quality might occur is 
difficult to predict as this will depend upon the location of activities that may be regulated by SEPA. 

 
3.3.2 One challenge the assessment identified was the potential conflict between SEPA’s regulatory activities and its climate change objectives.  Through 

its regulation of processes that may result in emissions to air, SEPA may require the installation of abatement technologies that reduce the impact of 
those processes on air quality.  While these are an important part of protecting the environment, some can be extremely energy intensive and have 
climate change implications in terms of increased greenhouse gas emissions.  Activities 8.2.1 and 8.2.3 under regulation in particular seek to build 
climate change factors into regulatory decision-making and which may therefore need to balance local environmental quality protection with 
reductions in greenhouse gas emissions.  In these instances, it is important that a full evaluation is undertaken to ensure that the best solution is 
found that enables both effective environmental protection of local air quality and efficient use of energy/reduction in greenhouse gas emissions 
within the plant. 

 
3.4 Effects on Water 
 
3.4.1 As with air, generally, most of the activities in the CCP will contribute to an improvement in water quality.  In particular, by seeking to reduce the 

emission of greenhouse gases, it is likely that other polluting emissions to water will also be reduced.  The activities connected with monitoring and 
analysis (section 8.1), regulation (section 8.2), advice to operators (section 8.3) and informing and influencing (section 8.5), should therefore all lead 
to some improvements in water quality, although the contribution of the CCP compared to other drivers will likely be small.  Where improvements in 
water quality might occur is difficult to predict as this will depend upon the location of activities that may be regulated by SEPA. 

 

                                                           
2 Available at www.sepa.org.uk/about_us/consultations/closed/sepa_climate_change_plan_2008.aspx  
3 Please note: all references to sections and paragraph numbering refers to the consultation version of the CCP 
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3.4.2 As with effects on air, one challenge that the assessment identified was the potential conflict between SEPA’s regulatory activities and its climate 
change objectives.  Through its regulation of processes that may result in emissions to water (eg waste water treatment works) SEPA may require 
the installation of abatement technologies that treat the water to remove pollutants to an acceptable level prior to discharge to a receiving waterbody.  
While these are an important part of protecting the environment, some can be extremely energy intensive and have climate change implications in 
terms of increased greenhouse gas emissions.  Activities 8.2.1 and 8.2.3 under regulation in particular seek to build climate change factors into 
regulatory decision-making and which may therefore need to balance local environmental quality protection with reductions in greenhouse gas 
emissions.  In these instances, it is important that a full evaluation is undertaken to ensure that the best solution is found that enables both effective 
environmental protection of local water quality and efficient use of energy/reduction in greenhouse gas emissions within the plant. 

 
3.4.3 Further, it was found that the CCP did not refer in any great detail to role of sustainable flood management and SEPA’s contributions in this regard.  

For a plan covering adaptation to climate change, this was felt to be an omission that should be addressed.  This has been addressed in the adopted 
plan (see section 6 below). 

 
3.5 Effects on Soil 
 
3.5.1 As a result of potentially reduced emissions to air and water (see above), most of the activities in the CCP will also contribute to an improvement in 

land quality.   The activities connected with monitoring and analysis (section 8.1), regulation (section 8.2), advice to operators (section 8.3) and 
informing and influencing (section 8.5), should therefore all lead to some improvements in land quality, although the contribution of the CCP 
compared to other drivers will likely be small.  Where improvements in land quality might occur is difficult to predict as this will depend upon the 
location of activities that may be regulated by SEPA. 

 
3.5.2 SEPA’s wider activities aimed at reducing waste and increasing reuse, recovery and recycling will also reduce pressures on land.  While these are 

not specifically referenced in the CCP, activities in the CCP will support and provide a framework for the wider suite of activities for which SEPA is 
responsible for.  Few parts of the CCP were found likely to have any part to play in reducing amounts of contaminated and derelict land, although 
some activities such as planning liaison were found likely to have some local benefits. 

 
3.6 Effects on Climatic Factors 
 
3.6.1 As is to be expected for a plan that is aimed at putting into place a series of actions to enhance SEPA’s contribution to climate change mitigation and 

adaptation, the assessment found that the CCP was significantly contributing to these objectives.  All of the actions in the CCP were either directly or 
indirectly contributing to addressing climate change issues where SEPA has a role.  The actions are designed to take forward the Scottish 
Government’s climate change agenda as set out in the climate change programme and in the Scottish Climate Change Bill.  Accordingly, the CCP 
fits well with the other plans, programmes and strategies that make up Scotland’s policy and legislative framework on climate change. 

 
3.7 Effects on Biodiversity 
 
3.7.1 Generally, most of the activities in the CCP will contribute to seeking to improve biodiversity in Scotland.  SEPA’s primary contribution to biodiversity is 

the protection of the quality of the environment through environmental regulation and therefore activities under regulation (section 8.2) will assist in this 
regard.  In particular, through the actions under monitoring and analysis (section 8.1) and in association with wider research activities, SEPA will 
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improve its ability and capacity to take action and provide advice on a number of significant biodiversity issues where its scientific, regulatory or advisory 
involvement with biodiversity issues is less well-developed.   

 
3.7.2 The likely contribution that the CCP will make to improving air, water and soil will have some benefits for biodiversity.  For example, improvements to 

water bodies as a result of reduced water use will have direct benefits for aquatic biodiversity.  The effects of the CCP are likely to be small 
compared to other drivers however.  Some activities in the CCP are also specifically geared towards considering the effects of climate change on 
certain receptors and this will, when implemented, further contribute to protecting biodiversity from the effects of climate change. 

 
3.8 Effects on Human Health 
 
3.8.1 Generally, most of the activities in the CCP will contribute to seeking to improve health in Scotland.  The most direct contribution that the CCP will 

make to protecting and enhancing human health will be for those activities connected to flood risk and flood warning.  Flooding is a significant risk to 
both life and property and it is likely that both the frequency and magnitude of flooding in Scotland will increase due to climate change.  Through its 
monitoring and analysis activities (section 8.1), SEPA will better understand the risks from future flooding in Scotland.  This will help both in informing 
and influencing (section 8.6) through planning liaison and in being able to identify new ways to disseminate flood warnings.  This will make a 
considerable contribution to protecting and enhancing human health. 

 
3.8.2 Some activities in the CCP (eg 8.2.5 identification of targets for human health…that may be compromised by climate change, and will seek to 

improve regulatory practices in order to minimise risks and maximise opportunities) are specifically geared towards considering the effects of climate 
change on certain receptors and this will, when implemented, further contribute to protecting human health from the effects of climate change.  Other 
activities which for example target emissions from transport may also have some benefits for local air quality. 

 
3.9 Effects on  Landscape 
 
3.9.1 The activities in the CCP will not, in themselves, likely have any significant effects on landscape.  It is possible, however, that some actions in the 

CCP will indirectly contribute to activities which may lead to landscape effects as part of the wider policy and legislative framework on climate 
change, particularly in respect of renewables.    SEPA’s support in principle for appropriate use of renewables via the CCP may make a small and 
indirect contribution to landscape issues such as: 

 
�  an increase in biomass production in Scotland which would have landscape effects in terms of the land use and crop mix grown in parts of the 

country.  Other drivers such as biomass policy, land suitability and price are likely to be much stronger contributors.   
�  an increase in wind energy generation either on or off shore.  Again, other drivers such as planning policy, renewable energy targets (eg via the 

Renewables Obligation (Scotland) Order 2007), price and wind resource are likely to be much stronger determinants. 
 
3.9.2 The extent of these types of effects arising from the CCP as opposed from other drivers is however very uncertain.  Climate change itself is likely to 

have landscape impacts, for example through loss of land as a result of sea level rises, or through erosion of river banks as a result of fluvial 
flooding.   
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3.10 Effects on Material Assets 4 
 
3.10 Overall, the CCP was found likely to make a positive contribution to the objectives covered under material assets.  In particular, the CCP is strongly 

focused towards efficiency as a means of reducing greenhouse gas and other emissions and therefore scores well in this regard. 
 
Mitigation 
 
3.11 The following mitigation actions were identified in the Environmental Report.  These will generally be implemented as the Climate Change Plan is 

taken forward although some measures have already been implemented through changes to the wording of the Plan prior to its formal adoption. 
 

Table 1 – Mitigation Measures 
 

Mitigation Identified Why By Whom and When 

SEPA should develop a method for allowing potential conflicts between regulatory 
objectives and climate change objectives to be reconciled.  This should be focused 
on “win-win” situations where both effective environmental protection and climate 
change objectives can be achieved.    

In order to secure better 
integration between 
environmental protection and 
climate change objectives 
without adversely affecting 
local environmental quality. 

SEPA when implementing activities 
under the “regulation” heading (p11 of 
adopted CCP) 

As and when proposals for biomass and energy from waste proposals come forward, 
these must be subject to more detailed level assessment through other processes 
such as EIA to assess local impacts on the environment. 

In order to assess local effects 
on the environment from these 
facilities. 

By regulators, including SEPA, when 
proposals come forward 

There is a small possibility that additional monitoring may lead to an increase in 
SEPA’s greenhouse gas emissions for this activity (eg through travel or from power 
for monitoring equipment).  To address this, any future rise in emissions from these 
activities should be factored into wider actions to reduce SEPA’s overall carbon 
footprint. 

To ensure SEPA’s overall 
greenhouse gas emissions are 
reduced. 

SEPA via its Greening SEPA activities5 

The CCP does not refer in any great detail to role of sustainable flood management 
and SEPA’s contributions.  The potential future opportunities that may available to 
SEPA under the “Floods Directive”6 and other legislation should be referenced.  A 
joined up approach between SEPA’s flood risk management/flood warning 
responsibilities and its climate change obligations should be considered. 

This was felt to be an omission This has now been addressed in the 
adopted Climate Change Plan.  (see 
section 6 below) 

                                                           
4 “Material Assets” is a term used in the Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005.  In SEPA’s view, it covers significant economic, social and environmental assets of value to society such as transport 
infrastructure, environmental infrastructure (eg flood defences), minerals and other natural resources, housing stock, rights of way etc 
5 For further details, go to: www.sepa.org.uk/about_us/greening_sepa.aspx 
6 EC Directive 2007/60/EC on the assessment and management of flood risks 
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CCP should make more specific reference to, and be clear about, SEPA’s position on 
renewables and should, where appropriate, identify activities which could be used to 
provide more proactive support for appropriate renewables technologies 

As renewable energy is 
integral to climate change 
mitigation 

This has now been addressed in the 
adopted Climate Change Plan.  (see 
section 6 below) 

 
 
SECTION 4 - HOW HAVE OPINIONS EXPRESSED DURING THE CONSULTATION PERIOD BEEN TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT ?  
 

4.1 A consultation on the SEPA Corporate Plan and the SEA Environmental Report was commenced on 19 December 2007 and closed on 4 March 
2008.    This section only refers to the views expressed in relation to the Environmental Report in order to meet the requirements of the 
Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005.   

4.2 A total of 3 opinions were received.  Table 2 below sets out all of the views received during the consultation 

 
Table 2 – Summary of views expressed and of how SEP A has taken them into account 
 
KEY 
Respondent supported SEPA’s view – no change required 
Respondent made suggestion that SEPA supports and change has been made to the Climate Change Plan as a result 
Respondent made suggestion that SEPA supports, but action required by others or at later date 
Respondent has made a suggestion that SEPA has not included at this time.  The reason for not supporting the suggestion is given 
 
 
Opinion Expressed How opinions have been taken into account  
Scottish Natural Heritage 
Chapter 3 provides a very useful and up-to-date summary of the current environment in Scotland in 
respect of climate change for both the terrestrial and marine environments.  We are particularly 
pleased to note the reference made to the MCCIP 2006 Annual Report Card and would commend the 
most recent 07/08 ARC to you that provides some additional information.  The implications for Scotland 
of future climate change are comprehensively addressed but as noted will need to be reviewed as and 
when the UKCIP 08 scenarios are released later this year. 

No action required.  Most recent publications noted. 

It is noted that it is anticipated that the CCP will contribute in a positive way to delivering the SEA 
objectives for most of the topics assessed.  SNH is particularly pleased to note the anticipated positive 
impacts on water, soil, human health and biodiversity through the implementation of the various types 
of actions in the plan in both the medium and longer term. 

No action required 

On many aspects of the plan there is considerable overlap with the interests of SNH and we would be 
very happy to explore ways in which we could work together with SEPA to help deliver the objectives of 
this plan. 

SEPA welcomes the opportunity to explore ways in which joint 
working might assist delivery of actions and objectives in the plan 
and this has already been taken forward via a joint agency 
workshop in September to identify synergies and cross working 
opportunities 
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Historic Scotland 
In its response to the Scoping Report, Historic Scotland considered that the Climate Change Plan was 
unlikely to have significant environmental effects on the historic environment.  Historic Scotland notes 
that the scope of the assessment was reviewed following our comments on the scoping report and that 
the historic environment is scoped out of the assessment.  Historic Scotland is content with this 
approach and have no further comments on the Environmental Report. 

No action required 
 
 

Scottish Water 
We welcome in particular the findings in 3.3.2 highlighting that regulation and abatement technologies 
to meet water and other quality drivers may act counter to the aim to meet carbon emissions 
standards. 

No action required 
 

The commitment to review regulatory activities which may conflict with climate change objectives is 
welcome. This is a key area of concern for Scottish Water as we try to support Scotland’s targets for 
achieving GHG reduction whilst balancing local environmental quality protection. 

No action required 
 

We support a partnership approach to identify the impacts and solutions to the potential conflicts 
between regulatory activities, environmental quality and climate change objectives. 

No action required 
 

The statement “…Long term predictions are for an increased likelihood of summer droughts. While the 
observed impacts in Scotland have not borne this prediction out…” should be used with caution. The 
last drought order prior to the 2007 droughts in England was in Dundee in 2003. Drought conditions do 
occur in Scotland, and may or may not be linked to climate change, however droughts could be a more 
frequent occurrence in the future. 

This statement was taken from the SNIFFER Handbook of 
climate trends across Scotland.  SEPA notes, however the 
potential for droughts in Scotland, notably eastern Scotland. 

A notable exclusion from Section 3.4 is the potential impact of mass migration north in the event that 
central European temperatures become too hot/arid. This will potentially have huge implications on the 
Scottish environment. Pressure for land for housing, agriculture will increase as will demand for potable 
water. 

SEPA notes that population changes may result from the effects 
of climate change, although the extent and nature of this remains 
very uncertain.  Given the four year timeframe for the CCP this 
may be something for consideration in future reviews and related 
plans. 

This section should also consider the environmental and climate implications for the water environment 
of the current goal of substantially increasing the housing stock each year. 

While SEPA agrees that this issue does need to be considered, it 
is most appropriately considered by those plans and 
programmes that promote or allocate housing land.  For 
example, Scottish Planning Policy 3 highlights the government’s 
aspiration to increase housebuilding to 35,000 units per annum 
and the SEA of SPP37 considers the implications of this on the 
environment.  Similarly, Development Plans will consider the site 
specific effects of increased housebuilding. 

It is highlighted that there may be a small increase in GHG emissions associated with monitoring 
regimes. Scottish Water feels that there will be opportunities to make this more efficient in partnership 
with organisations such as us, and that improved monitoring (rainfall, surface water etc) is vital in 
helping Scotland establish the right adaptation measures for climate change. 

SEPA welcomes the opportunity to explore ways in which joint 
working might assist delivery of measures and objectives in the 
plan. 

Scottish Water agrees with the view expressed in the report that flood management could be better 
represented in the climate change plan. Again, we would highlight the importance of partnership with 
stakeholders such as Scottish Water. 

This has been addressed in the final version of the Climate 
Change Plan.  (see section 6 below) 

  

                                                           
7 For details go to: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/planning/publications/policy/Q/editmode/on/forceupdate/on  
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SECTION 5 - TRANSBOUNDARY CONSULTATION 
 

5.1 There were no transboundary consultations as there are no effects on other EU Member States. 

 
SECTION 6 - REASONS FOR ADOPTING THE CLIMATE CHANGE  PLAN IN ITS FINAL FORM 
 
6.1 Overall, there was a great deal of support for the plan and the strategic vision of the plan was welcomed. The Environmental Report found that the 

CCP was likely to have significant positive effects on the environment, particularly in respect of climatic factors, air, water and human health.    Taking 
into account these overwhelmingly positive findings, the changes that have been made to the plan as a result of the SEA process and the 
identification of mitigation measures, SEPA has decided to adopt the plan.  In the adopted plan, a number of changes have been made as a result of 
the SEA Environmental Report and the public consultation. The changes range from minor text alterations to additions of actions and a change in 
structure. The general content and vision of the plan however, remains the same.  The key changes are summarised below: 

 

 Changes Made to the Climate Change Plan as a result of the Environmental Report 

6.2 The Environmental Report found that the CCP was likely to have significant positive effects on the environment, particularly in respect of climatic 
factors, air, water and human health.  The Environmental Report also identified a number of mitigation measures to enhance the environmental 
performance of the plan further and to address potential adverse environmental effects.   

6.3 It was noted that flood focus appears to be limited to informing residents and users of areas at risk of flooding about imminent flood risks and that 
SEPA should also identify a clear role in proactively working with spatial planners and developers to ensure that proposed developments do not take 
place on flood plains, or that any such developments include safe guards.  As a statutory consultee, SEPA will engage with the planning system and 
advise to avoid flood risk. These actions are covered in the informing and influencing section and the actions have been reworded so that our planning 
work relating to climate change is clear. These actions will contribute to a joined up approach between planning, flood risk and climate change.  

 
6.4 The SEA Environmental Report goes on to advise that the potential future opportunities that may be available under the Flood Directive and other 

legislation should be referenced. An action from the now removed Section 7 covering immediate actions has been moved to informing and influencing 
and this action refers to our engagement with the Scottish Government and assisting in the development of a strategic approach to flood awareness 
and flood warning dissemination, the development of plans and programmes arising from the EU Flood Directive and in preparation for the proposed 
Scottish Flooding Bill.   

 
6.5 The SEA Environmental Report along with a number of respondents noted that the Climate Change Plan could be clearer in relation to SEPA’s 

position on renewables and that SEPA has a role in influencing the scale, location and nature of renewable energy (heat and electricity) 
developments. The SEA Environmental Report also suggests that the Climate Change Plan could identify activities which could be used to provide 
proactive support for appropriate renewable technologies. Renewables are referred to in the plan, for example, through the proposed energy position 
paper, SEPA’s role in planning and our work in strategic priority areas. Reference to our work on renewable energy has also been added to section 3.  
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 Other Key Changes Made to the Climate Change Plan 

 
6.6 Section 2 of the CCP explains what the plan sets out to do, however, in the final publication, there will be a short high level summary on the scope of 

the plan at the forefront of the document to clarify the objectives of this document and stating that the plan is the high level strategic vision for SEPA’s 
role in adaptation and mitigation. Also, Section 7 covering immediate actions has now been removed with some of these actions being absorbed by 
the six key areas of work and some by the baseline.  

 
 
6.7 A response to the public consultation noted that there is no mention of renewable heat in the Climate Change Plan.  SEPA actively addresses 

renewable heat, for example, through our engagement in the Planning System and Thermal Treatment Guidelines. Reference to our work on 
renewable heat has been added to section 6 of the plan. Also, any reference to renewables in the Climate Change Plan is applicable to renewable 
heat as well as electricity and SEPA will continue to work in this area.    

 
6.8 Section 9 was noted as being work in progress and the comments on performance indicators and the need to make them more specific were 

welcomed. For the purpose of the high level plan, a summary has been added after each section of actions covering what the actions will achieve with 
a sample of performance indicators and targets. SEPA intends to further develop performance indicators and targets for the individual actions during 
the delivery stage of the plan.  

 
6.9 A number of changes have been made throughout the Climate Change Plan to bring the document up to date and with regard to the consultation 

responses and SEA Environmental Report. In summary, the most significant changes are:   
�  Removal Section 7 – actions absorbed by baseline section or actions in section 8 (now section 7)  
�  Addition of summary in action sections – highlighting what will be achieved by carrying out the actions and also a sample of the performance 

indicators and targets.  
�  Clarification of text in the planning Actions – in line with the current Planning Review and with regard to developing our role in planning and 

climate change.  
�  Clarification of our work in energy – renewable heat and electricity.  
�  Updated where appropriate in line with recent developments – the plan went out for consultation in December and the last year has seen a 

number of developments.  
�  Addition of two new figures to look at end user emissions and the change between 1990 and 2005.  

 A full resume of the consultation responses received and how SEPA has responded to the views expressed is available on request. 

 Alternatives 

6.10 Alternatives to the CCP were considered as part of the Environmental Report.  This assessment also found adopting the CCP more favourable than 
having no plan or implementing the CCP as a series of discrete actions.  A summary of these alternatives and their assessment is provided below and 
is discussed in more detail in the Environmental Report. 
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Table 3 – Summary of Alternatives 
 Climate Change Plan Discrete Actions No Plan or Actions 
Potential 
positive 
effects 

�  Overarching plan that provides a framework for effective delivery of 
SEPA’s climate change activities; 

�  Provides a focus for climate change in the organisation 
�  Enables climate change to be factored in to decision making across 

a wide range of SEPA’s day to day activities 
�  Resource efficient 
�  Avoid duplication in effort and importantly, ensures that there are no 

gaps in addressing climate change 
�  Demonstrates leadership and contributes to the Scottish 

Government’s climate change programme and Bill 

�  Flexible approach which allows for 
quick changes to react to 
changing environmental needs 

�  Allows new areas to be 
undertaken as required 

�  Statutory duties will mean that 
some climate change work is 
undertaken, but minimal 
approach. 

Potential 
negative 
effects 

�  Some activities may lead to potential environmental effects (see 
matrices) and these must be addressed via mitigation. 

�  Some activities may lead to 
potential environmental effects 
(see matrices) and these must be 
addressed via mitigation. 

�  No synergy with SEPA’s wider 
activities may result in lost 
opportunities; 

�  Potential for duplication or for 
gaps in coverage of climate 
change issues 

�  Minimal environmental benefits; 
�  Lack of leadership or direction for 

the Agency or for others to follow; 
�  Danger that opportunities to 

address climate change through 
SEPA’s wider activities are 
missed; 

�  No synergy with SEPA’s wider 
activities may result in lost 
opportunities; 

�  Potential for gaps in coverage of 
climate change issues 

 

 

SECTION 7 - MONITORING 
 
7.1  Measures are required to monitor the effects that SEPA’s Climate Change Plan are having on the environment. The CCP itself puts forward a wide 

range of monitoring indicators to assess its success in delivering its primary objective of contributing to mitigation of and adaptation to climate change 
in Scotland.  These are set out in the plan as “performance indicators and targets” applicable to each section.  The following are also proposed and 
will be reported at the time of the CCP mid term review in 2010.  

 
 

Indicator 1 SEPA’s primary emissions of CO2; (for example, a reduction in CO2 equivalent emissions of 20% by 2012 of the 2006/7 baseline. (The 
existing IEP target is a reduction of 20% of the 1998 – 1999 total by 2010)).  
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Indicator 2 A measure of the change in carbon intensity of key Scottish sectors.  
 
Indicator 3 More specific indicators for industries regulated under Pollution Prevention and Control and the European Union Emissions Trading 

Scheme.  
 
Indicator 4 The number of SEPA staff having received a programme of relevant training.  
 
Indicator 5 The number of successful referrals to the Carbon Trust and Energy Saving Trust.  
 
Indicator 6 Inform and influence sector policies and decisions with respect to climate change (reporting on levels of engagement in decision 

making).  
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APPENDIX – LIST OF DOCUMENTS ASSOCITED WITH THIS ST RATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
 
The Strategic Environmental Assessment has been undertaken parallel with the preparation of the Climate Change Plan.  Throughout this time, a number of 
key documents have been prepared.  These are set out below along with key dates when these were published. 
 
SEA Stage Document(s) Published Timescale 

Screening Screening Report  - Sent to SEA Consultation Authorities only (as required under 
section 9 of the Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005 (the Act). 

Published 10th August 2007 

Scoping Scoping Report  - Sent to SEA Consultation Authorities only (as required under 
section 15 of the Act). 

Published 10th August 2007 

Environmental 
Report 

Environmental Report  and Draft Climate Change Plan  published on SEPA 
website for full public consultation (as required under section 16 of the Act). 

Published 19th December 2007 

Advertisement Advertisement  advertising consultation period for Climate Change Plan and 
Environmental Report (as required under section 16(2) of the Act)  and also 
advertising formal determination (as required under section10 of the Act). 

Published in Edinburgh Gazette 21st December 
2007 

Post Adoption SEA Statement  – Sent to SEA Consultation Authorities and published on SEPA 
website (as required by section 18 of the Act). 

Published 19 December 2008 

Post Adoption 
Advertisement 

Advertisement  advertising adoption of plan (as required under section 18 of the 
Act) 

To be published in Edinburgh Gazette in late 
December 2008 
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