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1 
INTRODUCTION
The Water Environment (Controlled Activities) (Scotland) Regulations 2005 have been replaced by the Water Environment (Controlled Activities) (Scotland) Regulations 2011. 
The 2011 Regulations were introduced following consultation by Scottish Government.  

The consultation proposed various refinements to the existing regulatory framework. The consultation detailed proposals to increase the transparency and operational effectiveness of the Controlled Activities Regulations (CAR), including changes to the current legal framework for dealing with the requirements of the Environmental Impact Assessment Directive and made proposals relating to the likely impacts on the water environment and its users in emergency situations, such as major incidents or accidents, water shortages, and outbreaks of fish or animal disease.
SEPAs ability to charge is not changed however, the 2011 Regulations are numbered differently from the 2005 Regulations. We have concluded that in order to avoid confusion and make the transition into the new Regulations it is best to introduce a new CAR charging scheme to align with the 2011 Regulations at the earliest opportunity. 

This is a technical change in so far as the conditions and charges will not change and CAR charges will not be increased from the 2010/11 level. These are available along with details of all of our charging schemes on our website at http://www.sepa.org.uk/about_us/charging_schemes/current_charging_schemes.aspx
2
THE PURPOSE OF THIS CONSULTATION
This short consultation is to inform you of this change and to seek your comments on the proposal to introduce a new Water Environment (Controlled Activities) Fees and Charges (Scotland) Scheme 2011.

Your responses to this consultation will inform the development of the final scheme, which will be submitted to the Scottish Government for final approval by Scottish Ministers. Subject to approval the revised scheme will be implemented in May 2011. 

Copies of all the responses received (except those where the individual or organisation requested confidentiality) will be made available to the public on request and a summary of the main issues will be placed on SEPA’s website. 

3
THE CHARGES APPROVAL PROCESS
Any significant changes to a charging scheme are subject to approval by the Scottish Government and Scottish Ministers. Before submitting proposals to the Scottish Ministers we must consult with interested parties.

Consultation documents are produced and usually made available for comment over a 12 week period. The Scottish Government and the Scottish Ministers consider the comments received on the consultation, while having regard to our requirement to set charges to recover relevant costs and expenses. The Scottish Government places copies of the consultation responses in their library and SEPA publishes a summary of comments received (as well as its response to those comments) on the SEPA website.

Fees and charges increases at or below the annual increase in Retail Price Index (RPI), are not subject to consultation.

How to respond

We would like your views on these proposed amendments, the reasons behind your views and, where possible, any evidence you have that supports them.

The consultation period closes on 13 May 2011.
Please send your written responses and the completed form in writing or by email to:


Yvonne Fieldhouse
Scottish Government

SEPA Sponsorship and Pollution Team

Victoria Quay

Area 1-J (N)

Edinburgh 

EH6 6QQ

Email: SEPATeam@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
We would be grateful if you could clearly indicate which parts of the consultation document you are responding to, as this will aid analysis of the responses received. Please also submit the enclosed Respondees Information Form (Annex 1) with your response. 

All responses will be made public, unless a respondent specifically asks for their response to be treated confidentially. Though, confidential responses may still be included in any statistical summary of numbers of responses received or views expressed.

If you know of others with an interest who have not received a copy of the consultation, please refer them to our website or ask them to contact us, Tel: 01786 455925.

We look forward to receiving your comments.
ANNEX 1
RESPONDENT INFORMATION FORM

Please Note that this form must be returned with your response to ensure that we handle your response appropriately

1. Name/Organisation
Organisation Name

	     


Title
Mr  FORMCHECKBOX 

Ms  FORMCHECKBOX 

Mrs  FORMCHECKBOX 

Miss  FORMCHECKBOX 

Dr  FORMCHECKBOX 

       Please tick as appropriate

Surname

	     


Forename

	     


2. Postal Address

	     

	

	     

	     

	     

	Postcode      
	Phone      
	Email      


3. Permissions
I am responding as…
	
	
	
	Individual
	/
	Group/Organisation
	
	
	

	
	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	Please tick as appropriate
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	(a)
	Do you agree to your response being made available to the public (in Scottish Government library and/or on the Scottish Government web site)?

Please tick as appropriate  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	
(c)
	The name and address of your organisation will be made available to the public (in the Scottish Government library and/or on the Scottish Government web site).



	(b)
	Where confidentiality is not requested, we will make your responses available to the public on the following basis
	
	
	Are you content for your response to be made available?

	
	Please tick ONE of the following boxes
	
	
	Please tick as appropriate
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	Yes, make my response, name and address all available
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	or
	
	
	
	

	
	Yes, make my response available, but not my name and address
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	or
	
	
	
	

	
	Yes, make my response and name available, but not my address
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	(d)
	We will share your response internally with other Scottish Government policy teams who may be addressing the issues you discuss. They may wish to contact you again in the future, but we require your permission to do so. Are you content for Scottish Government to contact you again in relation to this consultation exercise?



Please tick as appropriate

  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
No
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