
Click on the links below to find out what’s happening 
with some of your wriggly friends, as well as links to 
further information about our fabulous species.

Links to external websites:

Earthworm guide

The Earthworm Society

Soil and earthworm survey

Natural History Museum

BBC nature – earthworms

Soil safari

       Connecting life
 in the soil Welcome to Wriggle, the only social networking site for worms.

http://www.opalexplorenature.org/?q=Earthwormguide
http://www.earthwormsoc.org.uk
http://www.opalexplorenature.org/?q=soilsurvey
http://www.nhm.ac.uk/nature-online/life/other-invertebrates/earthworm-slideshow/index.html?utm_source=youtube-earthworms-short-url&utm_medium=youtube-earthworms-short-url&utm_campaign=youtube-earthworms-short-url
http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/life/Lumbricidae
http://school.discoveryeducation.com/schooladventures/soil/soil_safari.html
http://www.sepa.org.uk
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 in the soil Ruby’s profile

Friends

 Cali

 Terry

 Fety

Likes 

Earthworm guide
Name: Ruby

Latin name: Dendrodrilus rubidus 

Worm type: Epigeic – greek for ‘on the 
earth’

Pigmentation: Dark 

Lives: Near the soil surface 

Likes: Eating leaves, decaying plant 
roots and dung 

Dislikes: Warm weather, birds and any 
other creatures that want to eat me!

Ruby   10 October 2014

I’m back again, wagging my new tail. Looks alrightish, still a little bit pale, what do you all  
think? The doctor says it will take another 2-3 months until my new tailbits are fully coloured. 

Ruby   5 September 2014

Was nearly eaten by a bird today, but managed to escape. Lost a few segments of my 
tail however! The doctor said I should avoid getting the wound in contact with soil – too 
many nasty bacteria in there. How do you do this when you live in the soil? He told me 
just not to move. Well, I’m in shock anyway. Going to sleep now until I heal. 

•

Recent posts

•

http://www.opalexplorenature.org/earthwormguide
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Friends

 Cali

 Terry

 Fety

Likes 

The Earthworm 
Society of Britain

Name: Ruby

Latin name: Dendrodrilus rubidus 

Worm type: Epigeic – greek for ‘on the 
earth’

Pigmentation: Dark 

Lives: Near the soil surface 

Likes: Eating leaves, decaying plant 
roots and dung 

Dislikes: Warm weather, birds and any 
other creatures that want to eat me!

Ruby   1 September 2014

Did you know that people call me redworm or redhead worm? I’m reddish all over but 
have an even darker head. Without all my red pigmentation I couldn’t survive up here. 
The risk of getting sun burn would be just too high.

Ruby   24 August 2014

Yippee, it’s raining. I love it so much. Now the leaves get soggy, they are so much 
easier to eat. 

Ruby   16 August 2014

There goes the farmer spreading his slurry again. I don’t like slurry because it irritates 
my skin, but I know it’s good for the soil and provides more food for me in the long 
term, and anyway it disappears quickly so I can put up with it.

•

•

Previous posts

http://www.earthwormsoc.org.uk
http://www.earthwormsoc.org.uk
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 Fety
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Soil and earthworm 
survey

Name: Ruby

Latin name: Dendrodrilus rubidus 

Worm type: Epigeic – greek for ‘on the 
earth’

Pigmentation: Dark 

Lives: Near the soil surface 

Likes: Eating leaves, decaying plant 
roots and dung 

Dislikes: Warm weather, birds and any 
other creatures that want to eat me!

Ruby   6 August 2014

It’s really warm today. I need to get into the shade before I dry out.  
Hate the sunshine. 

Ruby liked a post   4 August 2014

I love this quote from Darwin in 1881 about earthworms: “It may be doubted whether 
there are many other animals which have played so important a part in the history of 
the world, as have these lowly organised creatures.”

Ruby   31 July 2014

Just found out that earthworms have been around for over 120 million years! That’s a 
very long time.

•

•

Older posts

http://www.opalexplorenature.org/soilsurvey
http://www.opalexplorenature.org/soilsurvey
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Friends

 Ruby

 Terry

 Fety

Likes 

Giant Gippsland worm 
website

 Cali

Name: Cali

Latin name: Aporrectodea caliginosa 

Worm type: Endogeic – greek for 
‘within the earth’

Pigmentation: No pigmentation

Lives: In the topsoil (top 20cm). 

Likes: Travelling, rainy days,

Dislikes: Moles, compacted soils 
(makes moving around very difficult!)

Cali   6 November 2014

Here’s a video of my South American cousin, the Giant Amazonian earthworm on his 
holidays. My how he’s grown! Did you know that his species can grow to over 2m  
in length?

Cali   8 October 2014

It’s raining again. I’m thinking about going above ground to see if I can meet some of my 
relatives. Living down in the soil we hardly ever meet.

•

•

Recent posts

http://www.giantearthworm.org.au
http://www.giantearthworm.org.au




       Connecting life
 in the soil Cali’s profile
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 Terry

 Fety

Likes 

Woodland Trust – 
worm charming

 Cali

Name: Cali

Latin name: Aporrectodea caliginosa 

Worm type: Endogeic – greek for 
‘within the earth’

Pigmentation: No pigmentation

Lives: In the topsoil (top 20cm). 

Likes: Travelling, rainy days,

Dislikes: Moles, compacted soils 
(makes moving around very difficult!)

Cali   17 September 2014

I’ve managed to add another 2cm of burrow today. The soil is really dense here and it 
takes me so much longer than where I was 2 weeks ago. There also seems to be less 
food here. I wonder why? 

           

Cali   29 August 2014

I was tagged in a photo!

            

•

Previous posts

Comments •

http://www.naturedetectives.org.uk/download/worm_charming_kit.htm
http://www.naturedetectives.org.uk/download/worm_charming_kit.htm
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Soil and earthworm 
survey

 Cali

Name: Cali

Latin name: Aporrectodea caliginosa 

Worm type: Endogeic – greek for 
‘within the earth’

Pigmentation: No pigmentation

Lives: In the topsoil (top 20cm). 

Likes: Travelling, rainy days,

Dislikes: Moles, compacted soils 
(makes moving around very difficult!)

Cali   1 August 2014

Took part in an earthworm survey today.

Cali likes this   29 July 2014

British earthworm survey. Watch the Natural History Museum video to find out more.

•

•

Older posts

http://www.opalexplorenature.org/soilsurvey
http://www.opalexplorenature.org/soilsurvey
http://www.nhm.ac.uk/nature-online/life/other-invertebrates/british-earthworms/index.html
http://www.opalexplorenature.org/soilsurvey
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Friends

 Ruby

 Cali

 Fety

Likes 

Natural History 
Museum

Name: Terry

Latin name: Lumbricus terrestris 

Worm type: Anecic – greek for ‘out of 
the earth’

Pigmentation: Dark brown

Lives: In the subsoil (as deep as 3m). 

Likes: Staying close to home, 
burrowing

Dislikes: Cold conditions, bright light.

Terry   5 November 2014

I’ve just heard that in some places humans actually manage the land to encourage us 
to move there. I was really keen to visit one of these places until I heard that the real 
reason they do it so that there is enough food for their beloved lapwings! No way I’m 
going there.

Terry posted a photo   29 October 2014

Had a little trip up to the surface today!

•

Recent posts

•

http://www.nhm.ac.uk/nature-online/life/other-invertebrates/earthworm-slideshow/index.html
http://www.nhm.ac.uk/nature-online/life/other-invertebrates/earthworm-slideshow/index.html
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 Fety
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BBC nature – 
earthworms

Name: Terry

Latin name: Lumbricus terrestris 

Worm type: Anecic – greek for ‘out of 
the earth’

Pigmentation: Dark brown

Lives: In the subsoil (as deep as 3m). 

Likes: Staying close to home, 
burrowing

Dislikes: Cold conditions, bright light.

Terry   4 October 2014

Why do humans always sweep all the nice leaves away? It was so much work to get 
them close to my burrow and now they are all gone and I have to do nightshifts again. 
Next time I have to drag them even deeper into my burrow! 

Terry   26 August 2014

Finally the water level is dropping. I have to check for any damage to my home. I think 
some of the plaster needs replacing; otherwise my burrow might collapse. I’ve work 
all my life on my lovely home, I can’t imagine having to go and start again somewhere 
else. And anyway, where can I go? All the good places have already been taken!

Terry   24 August 2014

Been raining for ages and my home got completely flooded. Luckily I can stay as there 
is still some oxygen in the water. There is really nowhere else I can go.

•

•

Previous posts

http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/life/Lumbricidae
http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/life/Lumbricidae
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Earthworm Society of 
Britain

Name: Terry

Latin name: Lumbricus terrestris 

Worm type: Anecic – greek for ‘out of 
the earth’

Pigmentation: Dark brown

Lives: In the subsoil (as deep as 3m). 

Likes: Staying close to home, 
burrowing

Dislikes: Cold conditions, bright light.

Terry   1 August 2014

Hey all, did you all know that I’m called Lob worm or common earthworm.

Terry shared a link   26 July 2014

The Earthworm Society of Great Britain and Northern Ireland “aims to promote and 
support scientific research so that earthworms and their environment can be better 
understood.”

Terry   21 July 2014

Just found out that according to research that there can be between 100,000 and  
5,000,000 earthworms per acre of land, depending on the soil quality.

•

Comments •

Older posts

http://www.earthwormsoc.org.uk
http://www.earthwormsoc.org.uk
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 in the soil

Name: Fety

Latin name: Eisenia fetida 

Worm type: Compost worm, special 
type of epigeic 

Pigmentation: Dark brown

Lives: In compost heaps and 
wormeries 

Likes: warmth, having a party

Dislikes: citrus peel, onions

Fety’s profile

Friends

 Ruby

 Cali

 Terry

Likes 

Scottish Natural 
Heritage

 Fety

Fety   31 October 2014

At school today we were given the task of finding out who else lives in the soil. I mean, 
I know most earthworms live in real soil but me sitting in the cosy wormery I have no 
idea what is going on out there. Can anyone help me please?

Fety   29 September 2014

I was tagged in a photo!

            

•

Recent posts

•

http://www.snh.gov.uk/about-scotlands-nature/species/invertebrates/land-invertebrates/worms/
http://www.snh.gov.uk/about-scotlands-nature/species/invertebrates/land-invertebrates/worms/
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Name: Fety

Latin name: Eisenia fetida 

Worm type: Compost worm, special 
type of epigeic 

Pigmentation: Dark brown

Lives: In compost heaps and 
wormeries 

Likes: warmth, having a party

Dislikes: citrus peel, onions

Friends

 Ruby

 Cali

 Terry

Likes 

Soil safari

 Fety

Fety’s profile

Fety   1 September 2014

So sorry I’ve not been on for a while, it’s just that I’m soooo busy with all my family 
and friends around, there’s always someone to chat and play with. It’s really just a big 
never-ending party here.

Fety   30 August 2014

Look at my shiny orangey saddle. It has just developed over the last few months.

           

•

Previous posts

•

http://school.discoveryeducation.com/schooladventures/soil/soil_safari.html
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Name: Fety

Latin name: Eisenia fetida 

Worm type: Compost worm, special 
type of epigeic 

Pigmentation: Dark brown

Lives: In compost heaps and 
wormeries 

Likes: warmth, having a party

Dislikes: citrus peel, onions

Friends

 Ruby

 Cali

 Terry

Likes 

Earthworm guide

 Fety

Fety’s profile

Fety   25 August 2014

What’s everyone up to? I’m currently transforming food waste from a family of four into 
lovely worm cast. The perfect fertiliser, so nice and crumbly.

Fety   18 August 2014

Has anyone ever heard the saying “God knows how to produce good soil and he has 
confided it to the earthworms?” It seems to be French country lore.

Fety   11 August 2014

I wish that these earthworm experts would make up their mind. They changed the 
spelling of our species from fetida to foetida, but then changed it back to fetida. That is 
why you see it spelled both ways, but fetida is now the correct spelling.

•

•

Older posts

http://www.opalexplorenature.org/earthwormguide


       Connecting life
 in the soil Make your own wormery

What you need:

Large, clean glass jar with lid or clean plastic drinks bottle

Sand, moist soil (but not wet), garden soil, compost.  
You need at least two types that contrast in colour like  
a light sand and a dark garden soil or compost.

Dark paper or card

Cling film

Vegetable peelings and garden leaves

Worms 

Water

Worms at work are fascinating to watch. If you’re 
interested in finding out what happens under the soil, 
a wormery will enable you to see how they work their 
magic. It’s easy to do, all you need are a few household 
items, a bit of time and most importantly, some worms.

Remember 
that a wormery is 

only a temporary home for 
the worms. Once you have 
finished observing them, 
please return them back 

to your garden.

1 Take your jar and make holes in the lid (you may 
need help from an adult to do this).

2 If you’re using an old drinks bottle, cut off the top 
of the bottle at the bit where it starts to narrow. 
Again, you may need help from an adult to do this.

3 Put a layer of sand in the bottom of the container.

4 Add your worms.

5 Fill your container with layers of soil, making sure 
that you alternate the layers of dark and light soil. 
It is important the top layer is 2-3cm of sand.

6 Put in a few vegetable scraps and leaves. These 
should be cut into fairly small pieces. Do not 
remove when they get mouldy – they have to get 
mushy before earthworms can feed on them.

7 Put on the lid or some cling film on the top 
(remember to put some holes in it).

8 Place black paper or card around the container. 

9 Put the container into a cool (but not freezing), 
dark location, such as a cupboard.

10 Observe what you see over the next few weeks.

11 Remember to keep the soil moist (not soaking wet) 
by adding water regularly as you don’t want the 
worms to dry out!

Building your wormery



Earthworms have segmented 
bodies.

Earthworms are able to push objects ten 
times their own weight.

There are about 100 species (different 
kinds) of earthworms around the world.

An earthworm’s body is smooth.

Cleopatra declared earthworms to be 
sacred, and forbade Egyptian farmers from 
removing them from the land. 

Earthworms have no heart.

Earthworms don’t have lungs.

Earthworms have eyes.

If you chop an earthworm in half, you will 
get two worms.

Earthworms can increase the quality  
of soils.

       Connecting life
 in the soil Worm quiz



The litter feeders
Epigeic earthworms

The deep burrowers
Anenic earthworms

The compostworm

The shallowburrowers
Endogeic earthworms

I love to eat rotten organic material, such as leaf litter, lying on
the ground. As I live on the surface (and sometimes 1cm under
the soil) I normally live in forests or grasslands, where I can
easily find food to eat. I am normally between 3 - 4cm long.

I spend all of my life up to 30cm deep in
the soil. This is because I am very pale and
have to hide from the sun. I eat dead roots
or compost that has already been mixed
into the soil. I am larger than the epigeic
worms (the litter feeders) and I am
normally between 8 - 14cm long, as I need
to be really strong to move around so
deep in the soil. You can find me in most
places, as long as the soil is not too wet or
too dry.

Otherwise known as the common earthworm, I am the giant of the
earthwormworld! I am normally between 9 - 30cm long, and you will find
lots of us in the garden. I live in a deep vertical burrow, which can be up to
three metres long, and then come up to the surface at night to feed on
leaves and other decaying plants. My body can be as thick as a pencil, and
I sometimes flattenmy tail into a wide paddle to help me grip the sides of
my burrow.

I can usually be found in a compost
heap, or you can keep me in a
wormery. I really enjoy eating
rotting vegetation and like the soil
to be warm. I grow up to about 7cm
long, and have dark red bands all
along my body.

Lum
bricus terrestris

Lumbricus rubellus
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Eisenia fetida

To learn more about other kinds of earthworms, visit the Natural History Museum’s website:www.opalexplorenature.org/?q=Earthwormguide
There is also an Earthworm Society of Britain:www.earthwormsoc.org.uk
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