
Promoting sustainable economic growth during 2013-2014 

The purpose of the Scottish Government is ‘to focus government and public services on 
creating a more successful country, with opportunities for all of Scotland to flourish through 
increasing sustainable economic growth’.  
SEPA’s purpose is to protect and improve the environment, including managing natural 
resources in a sustainable way. We also contribute to improving the health and well-being of 
the people of Scotland and to the achievement of sustainable economic growth. By ensuring 
the high quality environment which is vital for industries such as fishing, farming, forestry, 
whisky, renewable energy, mineral extraction, tourism, shellfish and fish-farming, we make 
an important contribution to sustainable economic growth.  
 

To support its purpose, the Scottish Government has identified five strategic objectives and 
16 national outcomes. We make a direct contribution to nine national outcomes, as shown in 
the diagram below. More information about how we contribute to the Scottish Government’s 
purpose and the National Performance Framework can be found in the Corporate Plan 
2012-2017 on our website.  

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/Performance/scotPerforms/purposes
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/Performance/scotPerforms/objectives
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/Performance/scotPerforms/outcome
http://www.sepa.org.uk/about_us/publications/idoc.ashx?docid=a9ed962a-ddb0-4929-a2eb-fd93054475b9&version=-1
http://www.sepa.org.uk/about_us/publications/idoc.ashx?docid=a9ed962a-ddb0-4929-a2eb-fd93054475b9&version=-1


 

National outcome How we have contributed to this outcome 

We live in a Scotland 
that is the most 
attractive place for 
doing business in 
Europe. 

We ensure that pollution of land, air and water is controlled so that 
businesses can rely on the high quality of our environment. We provide 
advice and guidance to help businesses meet their environmental 
obligations, and gain the economic benefits of good environmental 
performance. By enforcing compliance with environmental regulations we 
create equal opportunities for businesses to succeed. 

We live longer, 
healthier lives. 

We promote compliance with environmental regulations, and tackle 
environmental crimes, to prevent dangerous pollution and protect human 
health. We are increasing our understanding of how the environment 
impacts on human health and are promoting the benefits of a good 
environment for health and well-being. 

We live our lives safe 
from crime, disorder 
and danger. 

The focus of our work on environmental crime is promoting compliance and 
enforcing environmental law. We work with other agencies such as Police 
Scotland, Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service and Border Force to 
deal with environmental crime. We contributed to the establishment of the 
Environmental Crime Task Force, which is chaired by one of our executive 
directors, and we continue to be a key partner in delivering the work of the 
group. 
 
We have extended our ‘problem-solving’ approach to tackling environmental 
crime, analysing data from within SEPA and partner organisations to identify 
what is causing environmental harm and then focusing our resources on 
tackling the problems identified. 
 
We provide real-time public information on flooding, airborne hazards, 
radioactivity and bathing water quality to protect the health and well-being of 
the people of Scotland.  

We live in well-
designed, sustainable 
places where we are 
able to access the 
amenities and 
services we need. 

Scotland’s planning system aims to protect the quality of Scotland’s natural 
and built environment, both to ensure the attractiveness of our communities 
as places to live and work and as an asset for sustainable economic growth. 
 
We continue to provide formal environmental advice in relation to 
development plans and proposals across Scotland, on a range of topics 
including: flood risk; sustainable waste management; protection of the water 
environment; noise and odour from processes we regulate; protection of the 
marine environment and good air quality. 

We have strong, 
resilient and 
supportive 
communities where 
people take 
responsibility for their 
own actions and how 
they affect others. 

We continue to engage with local authority community planning partnerships 
to assist with the delivery of their environmental objectives and monitor the 
progress of the Community Empowerment Bill1 which offers opportunities for 
us to work closer with community planning partnerships on environmental 
issues.  
 
We continue to manage the Water Environment Fund, which provides 
funding and support to help local communities and interest groups make 
improvements to their water environment. We have developed our flood risk 
and flood hazard maps which are being used in the appraisal of the most 

                                                           
1 www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/engage  

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/engage
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/engage


sustainable actions to reduce flood risk. We continue to run community 
events to raise awareness of flood risk and provide advice about the actions 
communities can take to make themselves more resilient to floods.  
 
Through our citizen science initiative, we continue to work with third sector 
organisations, such as community groups and charities, to help us engage 
with volunteers in order to better understand their local environment and 
respond to change. 

We value and enjoy 
our built and natural 
environment and 
protect it and 
enhance it for future 
generations. 

All our work is focused on protecting and improving Scotland’s environment. 
We continue to work with partners to co-ordinate Scotland’s environmental 
monitoring to enhance our understanding of environmental issues; we 
continue to develop new communication tools to promote understanding of 
the importance of environmental protection; we are developing better 
environmental regulation to protect and improve the environment and human 
health and well-being while supporting sustainable economic growth. We 
continue to work in partnership with Marine Scotland, Scottish Natural 
Heritage and Historic Scotland to deliver our joint vision for Scotland’s 
marine environment2. 

We take pride in a 
strong, fair and 
inclusive national 
identity.  
 
 

Scotland’s national identity is bound up with its high quality environment - 
from our distinctive landscapes to our iconic national products such as food 
and drink - and attracts visitors from around the world. 
 
Almost 90% of our environmental legislation is European in origin. Through 
our membership of European Networks, such as the Network of Heads of 
European Environment Protection Agencies3 and IMPEL4, we continue to 
ensure that Scottish interests are considered when legislation is being 
developed, and that Scotland’s expertise contributes to tackling issues 
beyond the EU.  

We reduce the local 
and global 
environmental impact 
of our consumption 
and production. 

We want everybody to choose the most resource-efficient products and 
services, and we work with the Scottish Government and partners to provide 
clear environmental information and to develop the necessary policies, 
regulatory framework and incentives.  
 
We support the development of the low-carbon and resource-efficient 
economic sectors, working with bodies such as the Green Growth 
Programme Board and Scotland’s 2020 Climate Group5 to promote 
sustainable economic growth.  
 
We work in partnership with Zero Waste Scotland6 to deliver the Scottish 
Government's Zero waste plan7, which sets the path towards recycling 70% 
of all waste in Scotland by 2025, and we support the Scottish Government’s 
programme aimed at embracing the principles of a circular economy8. 

Our public services We are striving to become more flexible and responsive, and to demonstrate 

                                                           
2 http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/308833/0097196.pdf  
3 http://epanet.ew.eea.europa.eu/ 
4 European Network for the Implementation and Enforcement of Environmental Law http://impel.eu/ 
5 www.2020climategroup.org.uk  
6 www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/ 
7 www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/06/08092645 
8 www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/content/scotland-and-circular-economy-0  
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are high quality, 
continually improving, 
efficient and 
responsive to local 
people’s needs. 

that we provide excellent services to protect and improve Scotland’s 
environment, at best value for tax payers and our charge payers. Our offices 
enable us to work across the whole of Scotland, from the Highlands and 
Islands to the Borders, delivering nationally consistent services which are 
also responsive to local people’s needs. The Better Environmental 
Regulation Programme we are working on jointly with the Scottish 
Government is focussed on the five principles of better regulation, 
proportionality, consistency, accountability, transparency and targeted.   

 


