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Chief Executive’s Report

INTRODUCTION

Since the last Board meeting, I have been focusing on further developing my understanding
of SEPA, meeting more external customers and stakeholders and starting to work with AMT
on the next steps in our change agenda.

Our major activity for me has been to focus on providing more clarity and confidence to our
staff about our future direction. One key activity is the development of six Organisational
Characteristics which I hope will provide much clearer guidance to staff about what type of
SEPA we are trying to create. There is a separate Board discussion on this topic at this July
meeting.

In doing this work, I have been strongly focused on implementation of the Regulatory Reform
Act. Following further discussions with Calum MacDonald and key staff involved in
developing the Act, it is clear to me that we have a golden opportunity to create a system of
regulation that is truly world-leading. I am determined that we will grasp this opportunity and
I am working with Calum on the next steps.

I have set myself a target of visiting our 22 stand alone and 4 shared sites around Scotland.
This will be difficult, but I believe is really important for me to connect with staff and get an
understanding of the variety of our work in the field.

Apart from, obviously, spending considerable time in Strathallan House and the Angus Smith
Building, my first visit was to our Perth Whitefriars Office where the team that runs our flood
forecasting and warning service are based. I come from a country that is beset my extreme
natural weather events such as floods, bushfires, cyclones and droughts so I am very
cognisant of the importance of this function to the people of Scotland. I enjoyed the
opportunity to meet the staff, receive presentations on the system and sit with the Duty
Officer to see the system 'in action'.

Excellent progress is being made on the Women in Leadership conference which is now set
for the 1st of October. The Minister's Office has confirmed that she will speak at the
conference. I have written to my CEO colleagues in the RAFE family of NDPBs and am
receiving very positive responses to our invitation for them to send staff to the conference.
Fiona Martin and her team have preparations well advanced and I am confident this will be a
successful event. I have worked with the team to ensure we take a set of actions from the
day that can be implemented.

Terry A’Hearn
Chief Executive Officer
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1. The Environment

1.1 Water

1.1.1 Scotland’s Bathing Water season
Scotland’s official bathing water season started on 1 June and will run until 15
September. During this period SEPA will collect hundreds of samples from 84
designated Bathing Waters. Bathing water profiles for each one can be viewed on
our website. Electronic message signs will also display real time water quality
forecasts at 23 locations, ensuring beach visitors are informed if bathing is not
advised.

This is the first reporting period under the new EU Bathing Water Directive. This year
the final water quality assessments will be based on our monitoring results over four
years, indicating the quality status of the normal condition for each location, rather
than the old system which relied on single day samples. The end of season outcome
report will therefore be very different. In previous years our Bathing Waters were
referred to guideline, mandatory or fail, this year they will be in an excellent, good,
sufficient or poor class - based on the four year data set and using tighter
performance criteria, as standardised across the EU.

Bathing water results will be published online. Scotland’s Environment website also
has further information on Bathing Waters in its new Spotfire tool. It includes more
detail on water samples and the ability to look at data from different years.

1.1.2 The Water Environment Fund (WEF)
The WEF was subject to an internal and external audit during May. The WEF Unit,
and its administration of the Water Environment Fund on behalf of Scottish
Government, was seen to be effectively controlling both technical and financial
considerations, with appropriate governance procedures and processes in place.
This means that we can be confident that the fund is being effectively managed to
secure non-regulatory improvements to the physical condition of Scotland’s water
environment, and barriers to migratory fish, providing a key delivery mechanism for
the River Basin Management Plans.

1.1.3 Tanker Fire, M74, South Lanarkshire
On 12 June, a tanker carrying 36,000 litres of Ethanol caught fire on the M74,
between junctions 10 and 11. SEPA officers attended the incident due to concerns
about runoff, including firefighting foam, to the Gad and Fauldhouse Burns, which
feed to Coal Burn and the Douglas Water. We found only a localised impact.

1.2 Land

1.2.1 Research into Organic Material Risks
Organic materials such as animal manures and slurries, sewage sludge and by-
products from industrial processes are frequently spread on land in Scotland. This
activity is regulated by SEPA. These materials are known to contain a range of
organic contaminants, some of which may present a risk to the environment. We
commissioned some research to characterise the nature, extent and relative risks
presented by these contaminants across the country. The research determined that
general risks to the environment were highest in Central Scotland, where organic
material spread rates were highest. However, an analysis of risk to human health
from dioxins in materials spread to land showed that this was negligible in all parts of

http://apps.sepa.org.uk/bathingwaters/Profiles.aspx
http://apps.sepa.org.uk/bathingwaters/Predictions.aspx
http://apps.sepa.org.uk/bathingwaters/Predictions.aspx
http://apps.sepa.org.uk/bathingwaters/Locations.aspx
http://www.environment.scotland.gov.uk/get-interactive/data/bathing-waters/
http://www.sepaview.com/2014/09/tidal-change-achievements-at-the-ebb-of-the-current-directive-and-the-challenge-ahead/www.environment.scotland.gov.uk/get-interactive/data/bathing-waters/


SEPA 23/15

Page 4 of 23

Scotland. This preliminary risk assessment will inform future monitoring, assessment,
and regulation of this activity. Further information may be obtained from the research
report and summary on the SEPA website.

1.3 Waste

1.3.1 Crowbyres End-of-Life Vehicle (ELV) site, Hawick
As part of the Regional Operations End-of-Life-Vehicle initiative, SEPA served an
enforcement notice on the holder of the waste management licence for this site,
requiring various actions to be taken in order for the licence holder to achieve
compliance with the license conditions. These actions had not been completed by the
deadline, and SEPA has now served a further notice partially suspending the licence,
preventing any further cars from being brought onto the site.

1.3.2 Strathore Plant Hire site in Thornton
The Operator was served with a final warning letter on 29 May 2015, for operating
without a Waste Management License. An application to SEPA for a Waste
Management Licence has now been received.

1.3.3 Binn Skips Solid-Recovered Fuel (SRF) Plant, Perth
This new process at Binn Skips Glenfarg, near Perth, has been producing Refuse-
Derived Fuel (RDF) instead of producing Solid-Recovered Fuel (SRF), following a
series of fires. Refuse-Derived Fuel (RDF) has a lower calorific value, and does not
require a heating stage in its production. Following discussions with SEPA, Binn
Skips have been carrying out various trials to optimise SRF production with the aim
of eliminating the fire risk, and SRF production is likely to restart with much tighter
controls on operating parameters. It is expected that the company will submit a PPC
application for this process. This will be required if they exceed the throughput of
waste required to produce SRF under their Waste Management Licence.

1.4 Pollution Prevention & Control

1.4.1 Control of Major Accident Hazards (COMAH) Regulations 2015
The GB-wide Control of Major Accident Hazards (COMAH) Regulations 2015 came
into force on 1 June 2015. These transpose the Seveso III Directive, and replace the
COMAH 1999 Regulations. The new COMAH regime remains fundamentally the
same as the previous one, as it is a non-permitting regime that relies on
the assessment of operators’ safety reports by a competent authority. However,
changes have been made to a number of aspects, such as public information, and
substance classification.

SEPA continues to form part of the competent authorities in Scotland for the
enforcement of COMAH. For non-nuclear sites the competent authority is SEPA and
the Health and Safety Executive (HSE); for nuclear sites, the competent authority is
SEPA and the Office for Nuclear Regulation (ONR).

1.4.2 Caledonian Cheese Company Limited, Stranraer
The Caledonian Cheese Company is in the final commissioning stages of a new
11km pipeline, which will replace the existing 40 year old pipeline, and will deliver
environmental improvements. The existing pipeline, which discharges to the shellfish
waters of Loch Ryan, will be decommissioned and replaced by the new pipeline
discharge to the North Channel at Port Patrick. The old pipeline has had several
issues, including leaks which have affected adjacent land, local watercourses and
private residential properties. SEPA has been working with the company for many
years to secure significant investment to achieve this solution.

http://www.sepa.org.uk/environment/land/soil/
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1.4.3 Proposed New Municipal Waste Incinerator, Easy Ayrshire
Barr Environmental Ltd recently applied to East Ayrshire Council for Planning
Permission to construct 120,000T Energy from Waste Facility at Killoch Colliery,
Ochiltree, eight miles east of Ayr. The proposal is to sort and then gassify residual
municipal waste to produce 12MW of electricity and 25MW of heat. SEPA Technical
Support Unit Specialists have engaged in pre-application discussions with Barr
Management, to provide advice on a range of current and future regulatory issues
likely to impact on this proposal. Barr expect to submit a PPC Permit Application to
SEPA in September 2015.

1.4.4 CalaChem, Grangemouth
In June, CalaChem, Grangemouth completed major improvement work at its Effluent
Treatment Plant. The works were to install a new diffuser array in the second of its
two biological treatment tanks; a significant capital investment at the site. The work
carried out has increased oxygen levels, which in turn will improve biological
degradation at the plant; the quality of effluent discharged to the Forth, and will
reduce the potential for off-site odours.

1.5 Radioactive Substances

1.5.1 Dounreay Site Restoration Limited (DSRL)
In December 2014, SEPA issued a Notice of Variation to the RSA Authorisation,
requiring DSRL to undertake a range of improvements. The majority of the specified
improvements have been completed by DSRL by the due dates, including the
undertaking of a review of written arrangements and procedures for the management
and supervision of the planning and execution of decommissioning activities.

SEPA is of the view that DSRL’s review was comprehensive, and, as a result, a
number of areas for improvement were identified. DSRL has proposed December
2015 as a completion date for the implementation of those identified improvements,
and SEPA considers this to be reasonable.

2. Enforcement

2.1 Statutory Appeals lodged/concluded/decided 1 May to 30 June
On 7 May 2015, SEPA received the Scottish Ministers’ decisions in respect of three
appeals under Regulation 50 of the Water Environment (Controlled Activities)
(Scotland) Regulations 2011 (CAR) by Meridian Salmon Fish Farms Limited (which
changed its name to Cooke Aquaculture Scotland Limited during the course of the
appeal) against conditions included in a SEPA imposed Variation Notices in respect
of CAR licences for three fish farms in Orkney. The Variation Notices had imposed
reductions in permitted levels of biomass following assessment of seabed survey
results. The Reporter for the appeals had considered the appeals jointly. Further
information can be found in SEPA’s media release: http://media.sepa.org.uk/media-
releases/2015/sepa-sets-out-guidance-for-marine-cage-fish-farms/

The Scottish Ministers affirmed the Notices of Variation of Authorisation to the
following Water Use Licences: CAR/L/1004229 in relation to the Quanterness (also
known as West Scargun Shoal) Marine Cage Fish Farm site, Wide Firth, Orkney);
and CAR/L/1001931 in relation to the West Fara Marine Cage Fish Farm site, Gutter
Sound, Scapa Flow, Orkney (in both cases, subject to the date from which the
reduction applies being modified to 1 August 2015). The Reporter also modified the
Notices of Variation to include a condition requiring the submission by the operator of
a scheme for increased monitoring and improvement for SEPA’s approval, together

http://media.sepa.org.uk/media-releases/2015/sepa-sets-out-guidance-for-marine-cage-fish-farms/
http://media.sepa.org.uk/media-releases/2015/sepa-sets-out-guidance-for-marine-cage-fish-farms/
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with the implementation of that scheme. In respect of the Quanterness licence, the
Reporter also directed SEPA to modify the amount of sea lice treatment and any
other permitted substances from 1 August 2015 in accordance with the amount
calculated as appropriate in respect of a maximum biomass of 600 t.

The Scottish Ministers upheld the appeal by Meridian Salmon Fish Farms
Limited/Cooke Aquaculture Scotland Limited against conditions imposed by SEPA in
a Notice of Variation of Authorisation to Water Use Licence (CAR/L/1003062/VN03)
in relation to the Chalmers Hope Marine Cage Fish Farm site, Scapa Flow, Hoy,
Orkney.

On 23 June 2015, SEPA received the Scottish Ministers’ decision in respect of an
appeal under Section 43 of the Environmental Protection Act 1990 by Autoparts
Coatbridge Ltd against the refusal of a waste management licence to operate an End
of Life Vehicle site at Northburn Road, Coatbridge. The appeal was dismissed and
the Reporter upheld SEPA’s decision to reject the application on the basis that SEPA
was not satisfied that the applicant was a fit and proper person because
management of the waste activities would not be in the hands of a technically
competent person. SEPA’s decision to reject the application followed an assessment
of the applicant’s technical competence, by considering a written statement of
relevant experience prepared by the applicant and conducting an interview to assess
the merits of the application.

On 26 June 2015, SEPA received appeals against two notices requiring the removal
of waste sludge. The appeals challenge two separate notices served on Anglo
Scottish Biosolids Limited under s.59 of the Environmental Protection Act 1990, to
remove waste sludge on land at Munnoch Farm, Dalry and Loanhead Farm,
Kilmarnock. A hearing has been set down for 29 July at Kilmarnock Sheriff Court.

2.2 Criminal Sentences imposed 1 May to 30 June
On 15 June at Kilmarnock Sheriff Court, Billy Bowie Special Projects Limited was
fined £17,000. The company pled guilty to failing to comply with a condition of their
environmental permit for the site at Moorfield Industrial Estate, Kilmarnock, that
provided that all emissions to air shall be free from offensive odour – offensive odour
was detected over a three month period in 2013. The company also pled guilty to
keeping and managing waste including fish waste in a manner likely to cause
pollution of the environment or harm to human health between July and December
2013 in that they failed to carry out adequate checks to, and maintain, the biofilter
(which controls odour); failed to take adequate measures to ensure that a roller door
was closed, which enabled odour to escape, and increased the quantities of fish
waste received on site without taking adequate measures to account for the
increased odour production. SEPA’s media release relating to the case can be found
at: http://media.sepa.org.uk/media-releases/2015/ayrshire-composting-firm-fined-17-
000-for-offensive-odours/

On 18 June at Kirkcaldy Sheriff Court, an individual received a restriction of liberty
order for eight months with the condition that he remains within his dwelling address
between the hours of 10pm and 5am the following morning. The individual had
previously pled guilty on 10 April 2015 to keeping controlled waste at his site in
Leven without a Waste Management Licence. The offences occurred between
September and October 2012 and the waste types were plasterboard with wall
coverings, soil mixed with construction/demolition waste including bricks, concrete
and rubble, tiles, metal (paint tins), plastic and piles of waste wood. SEPA’s media
release relating to the case can be found at: http://media.sepa.org.uk/media-
releases/2015/illegal-waste-burning-results-in-restriction-of-liberty-order-for-
unlicensed-waste-operator-in-fife/

http://media.sepa.org.uk/media-releases/2015/ayrshire-composting-firm-fined-17-000-for-offensive-odours/
http://media.sepa.org.uk/media-releases/2015/ayrshire-composting-firm-fined-17-000-for-offensive-odours/
http://media.sepa.org.uk/media-releases/2015/illegal-waste-burning-results-in-restriction-of-liberty-order-for-unlicensed-waste-operator-in-fife/
http://media.sepa.org.uk/media-releases/2015/illegal-waste-burning-results-in-restriction-of-liberty-order-for-unlicensed-waste-operator-in-fife/
http://media.sepa.org.uk/media-releases/2015/illegal-waste-burning-results-in-restriction-of-liberty-order-for-unlicensed-waste-operator-in-fife/
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3. Partnership working

3.1 Scottish engagement

3.1.1 Vision in Business for the Environment of Scotland (VIBES) Awards
VIBES has held a total of seven regional launch events across Scotland that has
attracted over 100 attendees. The events featured case studies from past winners
and provided information on the application process and judging.

Three new sources of sponsorship have been secured over the period; with the
European Marine Energy Centre Ltd, Brandrex and the Centre for Sustainable
Practice and Living, giving funding towards the Awards’ Ceremony which will take
place at the Grand Sheraton Hotel, Edinburgh on 26 November. They join Chivas
Brothers Pernod Richard, Stirling University School of Management, Scottish Power,
Scottish Government and Zero Waste Scotland as the 2015 Award sponsors.

3.1.2 Borders Rail
Work on the Borders rail link project is almost complete, concluding SEPA’s
involvement for over 10 years in the work to reinstate the line between Edinburgh
and Tweedbank. In the early stages, SEPA was involved in the Scottish Parliament
Bill (Waverley Railway (Scotland) Bill) and public enquiry processes, then the
tendering, and finally, the construction phase. The project has involved a number of
river crossings and CAR licences, construction related issues and waste matters.
The first train will run on 6 September 2015.

3.1.3 Glasgow & Clyde Valley (GCV) City Deal
The City Deal will establish a £1.13 billion infrastructure fund, which will: fund major
infrastructure projects; drive innovation and growth through the support of key
sectors, such as life sciences; and will address challenges in the areas labour market
over the next 20 years.

The Scottish Government’s Rural Affairs, Food & Environment (RAFE) agencies
Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH), SEPA and the Forestry Commission are committed
to a co-ordinated partnership contribution to the City Deal, with early engagement
preferred, so that we can add most value to the programme.

The agencies met with the City Deal Project Management Team on 11 June, and
identified a valuable role for us as support for the Programme Management Office,
PMO, in its responsibilities for appraising the programme and its constituent projects;
assisting project implementation by local authorities; analysing impact and wider
benefits realisation, and liaison/co-ordination with other regional programmes.

This added value will be delivered through our expertise on environmental issues,
through the co-ordination of our investments and project work with the City Deal,
such as the European Regional Development Fund Green Infrastructure, (ERDF GI)
fund, Scottish Rural Development Programme (SRDP), Woodlands in and around
towns fund, Water Environment Fund, and our linkages to other regional
programmes, such as Clydeplan, Glasgow and Clyde Valley (GCV) Green Network
Partnership and the Central Scotland Green Network. The earliest projects within the
City Deal, are likely to be construction projects in 2016, in South Lanarkshire,
Glasgow, Renfrewshire and East Renfrewshire.

The City Deal is expected to give the City Region a permanent uplift in its Gross
Value Added (GVA) output of £2.2billion per annum (4.4%); generate 15,000
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construction jobs during the construction period and 28,000 permanent additional
jobs once construction is complete; and will unlock £3.3billion of private sector
investment.

3.1.4 100 Resilient City Network
Glasgow City Council is part of the 100 Resilient City network and SEPA is a key
partner of this through our membership on the steering group.

Glasgow City Council will develop a strategy that will map out Glasgow’s journey to
developing greater resilience to acute shocks and the chronic stresses that are a
growing part of city life. The five areas of focus are: Resilient people, resilient
institutions, resilient places, acute shocks and risk and measurement.

A consultation on the Resilient Glasgow Conversation is now live. It seeks to
understand what resilience means for the people of Glasgow, and to understand how
we can be better prepared to deal with the challenges that our city faces now and in
the future. The consultation, which invites members of the public to respond, will
close on 15 September.

More opportunities for members of the public and others to get involved across the
summer will include:

 Becoming a Community Researcher and answering questions through a new
Resilient Glasgow smart phone app;

 Attending Resilient Glasgow workshop to scenario plan using the Glasgow
Game;

 Visiting the Resilient Glasgow stall that will be at various events in the city
during the summer;

 Dropping in to the Glasgow City Council offices at 231 George Street for an
informal chat about the strategy.

3.1.5 Public Engagement Workshops
Representatives from SEPA met with Blake
Stevenson Ltd, external consultants
appointed by us to lead a series of six
public engagement workshops across
Scotland to inform our corporate strategy
and corporate plan. Lines of enquiry for the
workshops were agreed and a programme
finalised. Six locations across Scotland
were identified; Dingwall, West Calder,
Dumfries, Glasgow, Dundee and Ayr. An

intensive recruitment exercise was successful in attracting a healthy
turnout. Participants were recruited via a broad range of intermediary organisations,
using a combination of on-line, social media advertising and street recruitment. A
combination of daytime, evening and Saturday public events ran from 20 June to 1
July, avoiding peak holiday season. This was a trial exercise as part of SEPA’s
commitment to engage the public in our work. SEPA is learning about working with
communities, and the public’s views are really important in helping us to do this. The
workshops sought to find out what the environment means to people, how it affects
their lives and whether they feel involved in decisions about it.

3.1.6 Flood Risk Management Consultation
SEPA and the lead local authorities jointly consulted on the draft Flood Risk
Management (FRM) Strategies and draft Local Flood Risk Management Plans. The

https://goo.gl/FzTWgj
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purpose of the consultation was to seek views from everyone – from individuals and
businesses at risk of flooding, interested community groups, as well as from those
organisations with an interest in how flood risk is managed and delivered. The
consultation ran from 22 December to 2 June.

We received 222 responses to the consultation. The majority of responses (71%)
were from individuals. The remaining responses came from interest and community
groups (including non-government organisations and charitable organisations) (15%),
Responsible Authorities designated under the FRM (Scotland) Act 2009 (7%),
businesses (4%), other public bodies (3%), and consultancy (<0.5%).

A digest that summarises the consultation responses will be produced by the end of
July. SEPA will take account of the views expressed in the consultation when
preparing the final Flood Risk Management Strategies, which will be published in
December.

3.1.7 Met Office Public Weather Service
As part of the annual review of the Met Office Public Weather Service (PWS), SEPA
staff attended the Public Weather Service Customer Group on 17-18 June.
Represented on the group are PWS, Met Office, Scottish Government and
responders including the emergency services and transport operators. The two day
session provided an opportunity to review the PWS outputs and activity over the past
year, such as weather warnings, and consider how the outputs have contributed to
our preparedness and response as a category 1 responder under the Civil
Contingency Act. SEPA also attended a workshop for category 1 and 2 emergency
responders, which aimed to gain feedback from the emergency responder
community about PWS services.

Both the Customer Group session and the workshop ensure the PWS continues to
meet customer needs and capture relevant ideas for improvement. Our close working
relationship with PWS colleagues in the Met Office helps us to deliver our work
effectively throughout the year and provides input relevant to many parts of our
business including flood forecasting and warning.

3.1.8 Raising awareness of flood risk with young people
SEPA recently attended the Safe Highlanders and Safe Taysiders
events which engaged with a combined total of over 3600 pupils to
raise awareness of community safety. SEPA’s interactive session
tasked the children with identifying hazards and shared messages
about being prepared for flooding and staying safe.

These events shared our new Floodline Kids leaflet with the children
visiting the sessions and we distributed Floodline merchandise.
Floodline Kids is a tailored part of Floodline which is more engaging to
a younger audience and will launch in full later in the year with a
dedicated section of the Floodline website hosting games and activities
for children to enjoy.

3.1.9 Flooding and insurance
SEPA is implementing a programme
of engagement with the insurance
industry to raise awareness of the
proper use of our flood maps.
Working in partnership with the
Association of British Insurers and
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other representative bodies we have produced a briefing for insurance companies to
share with their staff which outlines the proper use of the flood maps by commercial
organisations and informs their staff about other sources of information, like the
Scottish Flood Defence Asset Database (SFDAD) which they have access to.

We have also developed our information for the public on flooding and insurance by
launching a new leaflet, Flood insurance: A guide for customers in Scotland, which
adds to the package of information that we share with members of the public through
Floodline. This gives people helpful tips on how to be prepared for flooding and
information to help people find suitable flood insurance cover.

3.1.10 Engaging with regulated sites on flooding
New information on how to be prepared for flooding is now available for regulated
sites in Scotland. This leaflet contains tailored advice relevant to regulated sites to
help increase their resilience to flooding, including how to reduce damage and
disruption to the business and advice on keeping employees safe. The leaflet is
endorsed by key industry associations: Chemical Business Association, Chemical
Industries Association, Tank Storage Association and UK Petroleum Industry
Association. The new leaflet and additional information is available from the Floodline
website.

The Floodline leaflet supports engagement undertaken by SEPA’s Technical Support
Unit and Flood Advisors with regulated sites.

3.1.11 Engaging with Loch Lomond & Trossachs National Park; planning & flooding
A presentation was made to the Loch Lomond & Trossachs National Park Authority
Board about planning and flooding. The aim of this engagement was to increase
awareness and understanding of SEPA’s role in the planning system and how this is
integrated with our work on the flood risk management planning process. This
provided confidence to the Board that planning and flooding colleagues are working
collaboratively and the processes are linked.

The meeting also provided an opportunity to discuss issues around camping and
small scale developments, in particular focusing on the reasons for SEPA’s planning
objections to such developments in areas at risk of flooding.

3.1.12 Scottish Government Communications Network
Communications staff from SEPA participated in a workshop run by Scottish
Government on how public bodies can collaborate and support each other better to
get our shared key messages out to the general public and other stakeholders. This
is the start of a series of events that will see better partnership working.

3.2 National Engagement

3.2.1 NetRegs
NetRegs, has won a Scottish Green Apple Award in the national campaign to find
Scotland’s greenest companies, councils and communities. The SEPA entry
competed against more than 200 other nominations. The trophy and certificate will be
presented at the Awards Ceremony at Edinburgh Zoo in September.

NetRegs has also been recognised as best practice at a European level as one of
only two successful UK projects who entered EPSA 2015 (European Public Sector
Awards). In total, 266 projects entered from 21 European countries and one EU
agency. The entries under the theme, ‘The Public Sector as Partner for a Better
Society’, show that working in partnership is a necessity if the public sector wants to

http://www.floodlinescotland.org.uk/your-home/
http://www.floodlinescotland.org.uk/your-business/
http://www.floodlinescotland.org.uk/your-business/
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contribute to, and take the lead towards, a better society for all. The Awards
ceremony takes place in Maastricht in November.

The NetRegs App (for smart phones) has been built and is ready to be populated
with compliance and good practice checklists. It will be tested by construction
businesses over the summer before being launched later this year.

The Northern Ireland version of the self-assessment tool is being completed. The
Scotland version has had over 800 users completing approximately 2,000
assessments since its launch at the start of April.

3.2.2 Shared Research Programme
The ShARE programme (Shared Agencies Regulatory Evidence Programme), has
been developed by the UK and Ireland’s five Environment Agencies, and has evolved
from the previously existing Environmental Regulation Programme run by Sniffer1.
SEPA’s Environmental Strategy team was instrumental in the programme taking
shape. This collaboration has been very successful with good support and
enthusiasm from all agencies. For 2015-16, we have agreed a £300k programme
with 17 projects. There is no “magic” pot of money behind the programme; each
agency has brought to the table projects that it feels would benefit from being run
with input from the other agencies, and (for 2015-16) each agency is funding,
procuring and managing the projects it proposed. The overall objective, agreed by
the agencies is “To provide the UK and Irish environmental regulators with a flexible
framework for collaboration, enabling them to deliver evidence to underpin their
activities as environmental regulators, which can be applied across the UK and
Ireland, thus deriving maximum benefit from the funding and resources invested”. For
2015-16 SEPA has agreed to track the status of each project and produce a monthly
status tracker.

3.2.3 Recycling Association Seminar on Green List Waste Shipments
SEPA’s Producer Compliance Waste Shipment Unit (PCWSU) Manager presented at
an event in Lancaster on 9 June, hosted by the Recycling Association. The
presentation covered SEPA’s regulation of green list waste exports, which include
lower risk environmental wastes, such as paper, plastic and other dry recyclable
wastes. The Recycling Association had expressed concerns regarding SEPA’s
regulation of this sector and had citied an apparent “zero tolerance” approach to
contamination and a lack of clear guidance as being of concern to a number of their
members. The PCWSU manager’s presentation attempted to cover all of the areas of
interest and concern, followed by a lengthy question and answer session.

Feedback after the event from the Recycling Association Chief Executive indicated
that the presentation was well received and there is now an appetite to work together
to reach a compromise position.

3.2.4 The Flood and Coastal Erosion Risk Management Network (FCERM)
The FCERM Annual Assembly 2015 took place in Edinburgh on 28 May bringing
together a diverse range of professionals from across the UK’s Flood Risk
Management sector. This year, the focus of the Assembly was on translation and
dissemination of research outcomes and coincided with the Edinburgh International
Water Congress which also took place in Edinburgh from 25 to 29 May (see below).

SEPA was represented at the workshop and hosted an exhibition space to share

1
Sniffer is a registered Scottish charity that delivers knowledge-based solutions to resilience and

sustainability issues.
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information on the work of the Strategic Flood Risk team over the past year on
improving understanding of flood hazards and also promoted SEPA’s Floodline
service.

3.3 International engagement
3.3.1 XVth World Water Congress

From 25-29 May, leading members of the global water community gathered in
Edinburgh for the World Water Congress’ first UK visit. This global forum attracts
those fronting the international effort to secure sustainable water resources,
including: expert researchers and academics; policymakers; water law specialists;
governments; NGOs; public and private sector bodies – including contributions by
SEPA.

Latest experience and research findings were considered and debated by an
international audience, including representatives of UNESCO, OECD, World
Meteorological Organisation and multi-national corporations. A number of our staff
presented at the conference on topics including: Valuing water: Monetary and non-
monetary dimensions - impact on management; Global challenges in water
governance - Can policy deliver?; Integrated catchment management science and
application; Ten years since the Millennium Ecosystem Assessments - a global
perspective on water ecosystems services; Management of water resources
information requirements for policy and management; Flood risk management in the
context of global change; and source-to-sea issues.

3.3.2 EPA Network2 Citizen Science Task Group
On 25-26 June in Copenhagen SEPA co-chaired with the European Environment
Agency (EEA), a workshop of the EPA Network’s Citizen Science task group.
Environment agencies from nine countries participated, with presentations also from
colleagues in the EEA, European Commission and European Citizen Science
Association. Guest speakers also presented from University College London and the
Institute of Marine Sciences, Barcelona.

The workshop set out to achieve a common understanding of the national and
international Citizen Science landscape, and how our Task Group could add value to
this. Focus was on the presentation of practical examples of how Citizen Science is
used by policy makers and regulators. We returned to the two strategic questions
originally framed in the setting up of this group; how is CS useful in the development
and delivery of environmental policy, and how is CS useful in getting people involved
in caring for their environment?

A report of the workshop will be presented by SEPA at the Reykjavik, Iceland,
plenary in September.

3.3.3 Eliminating Plastic and Microplastic Pollution EPA Network Conference
SEPA Chemistry staff attended the EPA Network’s conference “Eliminating Plastic
and Microplastic Pollution – an urgent need” that was held in Brussels on 11-12 May.
The conference reviewed the current scale of the problem and discussed policy and
action to address it. The European Commissioner for Environment, Maritime Affairs
and Fisheries, Karmenu Vella, highlighted the serious problems caused by plastic
pollution and outlined the various measures being taken to address them. The
conference was well attended by EPA network representatives, EC, OSPAR, UNEP,
the plastics industry, NGOs, and academia. This topic will be tabled at the
September EPA Network meeting in Reykjavik, where consideration will be given to

2
European Network of the Heads of Environment Protection Agencies

http://sepa.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b0ad598a730185cb429741911&id=1e2b13068f&e=61f412bd98
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setting up an EPA network stakeholder group on plastics.

3.3.4 European Commission’s Working Group Chemicals Meeting
SEPA staff attended the European Commission’s Working Group Chemicals meeting
in Brussels on 8-9 June, acting as a technical advisor to the Defra official
representative. The Working Group covers technical and policy aspects of the
implementation of the chemical-related parts of the Water Framework Directive
(WFD) and associated directives. This is an important forum for the UK as it is one of
the few places where Member States (MS) can influence how the requirements of the
WFD and related directives are implemented, input to technical guidance and have a
say on what chemicals are selected in future prioritisation exercises and in their
Environmental Quality Standard derivations. This meeting focused on the practical
implementation of a “Watchlist”, a new mechanism which requires MS to carry out
some limited monitoring of selected emerging chemicals of concern.

3.3.5 Toxicity of Dissolved Metals in Freshwater – international conference
The speciation and bioavailability (toxicity) of some dissolved metals in freshwater is
influenced by a number of environmental parameters and this has been considered
in the recent development and implementation of environmental quality standards for
these pollutants under the Water Framework Directive. In Scotland, this issue is of
particular significance for the distilling industry. SEPA has worked closely with this
sector to improve awareness and understanding of this topic and has presented a
talk on this work to a major international conference in Barcelona with the aim of
helping to embed this approach in regulation.

3.3.6 IMPEL Best Practice Meeting
The annual Implementation & Enforcement of European Environmental Law (IMPEL),
best practice meeting took place in Landshut, Germany in May. This meeting is an
important part of the Enforcement Actions project, which is led by SEPA via the
Producer Compliance Waste Shipment Unit. The project aims to bring together
countries from across the EU, to discuss issues relating to shipments of waste and
promote consistency and the sharing of best practice in regulation in this sector.

Over 50 delegates attended the event from around 30 countries, which was well
received and covered topics such as inspection planning and the illegal export of End
of Life (ELV) vehicles.

3.3.7 The Countering WEEE Illegal Trade (CWIT) Project
The CWIT Project Conference was held at the INTERPOL Headquarters in Lyon,
France, on 25 and 26 June 2015.

The Project is a two-year research initiative, funded by the European Commission,
which brings together a group of partners with expertise in the area of electronic
waste (also known as e-waste or WEEE). The event was attended by a senior officer
from SEPA’s Producer Compliance Waste Shipment Unit in her capacity as the lead
of the IMPEL Enforcement Actions Project, as referred to above.

The format of the conference was interactive, and designed around five topics:
 Collect more, prevent leakage;
 Trading, treatment and the economics behind criminal behaviour;
 Robust and uniform legal framework, implementation and enforcement;
 Best practices in enforcement and prosecution;
 CWIT 2020: Roadmap to crime free WEEE trade and a circular economy.
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3.4 Parliamentary Engagement

3.4.1 Public Petitions - evidence sessions in the Scottish Parliament
SEPA regularly provides expert evidence, both written and oral, to a range of
Scottish Parliament Committees. In May and June SEPA appeared twice before the
Public Petitions Committee:

On 26 May SEPA gave oral evidence with SNH on petition PE1558 relating to Signal
Crayfish, an invasive non-native species. SEPA had previously contributed to written
evidence to the Committee. It was explained that the spread of this species must be
restricted and that, contrary to the petitioner’s proposal, commercialisation of Signal
Crayfish would greatly increase risk of spread rather than reduce it. SEPA and SNH
are to provide further written evidence on issues raised by Committee members,
including research and Scottish activities, biocidal interventions, and effectiveness of
campaigns both in Scotland and England and Wales. The Committee is to consider
this further evidence and a paper from the Clerk before making conclusions.

On 23 June SEPA gave oral evidence with Scottish Water on petition PE1563
relating to Sewage sludge spreading and the notion of banning the practice. In
advance of this session SEPA provided written evidence explaining the background
to the practice, an overview of the Scottish Government Review, international and
Scottish practice as well as an overview of the regulatory framework.

Principally we explained that sewage sludge application to land had a range of
beneficial effects especially on soil improvement and that SEPA supported the
practice whilst noting that the process could be better managed and aspects of the
regulatory framework improved to reduce effects on the public. SEPA is to provide
further written evidence on complaints received, formal enforcement actions taken
and details of sewage sludge application to land in other European countries.

3.4.2 Neighbourhood Watch Parliamentary reception
SEPA attended Neighbourhood Watch Scotland’s first parliamentary reception on 10
June. The reception was held in the Garden Lobby of the Scottish Parliament and
was an opportunity for Neighbourhood Watch Scotland (NWS) to thank their area
groups and partners in the community safety sector. SEPA is a sponsor partner of
NWS, as part of the Flood Unit’s growing engagement with Scotland’s Community
Safety network and local communities.

Made available for all attendees was SEPA’s new leaflet produced in partnership with
Neighbourhood Watch Scotland, and being shared with Watches across Scotland.
This provides information on how to be prepared for flooding and how
Neighbourhood Watch Scotland groups and individuals can help to make their
communities more resilient.

4. SEPA Business

4.1 Performance & Quality Management

4.1.1 SEPA Change
SEPA Change includes the joint programme with Scottish Government and the
internal SEPA change programme:

Joint SEPA/Scottish Government Better Environmental Regulation Programme
Work is progressing in Government on preparing the Enforcement Order under the
Regulatory Reform (Scotland) Act which will set out SEPA’s new powers. It is

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=9985&mode=pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10048&mode=pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_PublicPetitionsCommittee/General Documents/20150612_PE1563_A_SEPA.pdf
http://floodlinescotland.org.uk/media/4197/floodline-and-nws-leaflet-final.pdf
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expected to be laid in summer 2015. SEPA also anticipates consulting on an updated
enforcement policy and the formal guidance which will support SEPA’s use of the
new tools. Work is also underway internally to prepare for the practical
implementation of the new enforcement tools.

As Board members are aware, the consultation on the proposed new regulation
charging scheme was launched on 26 June. External workshops are taking place to
discuss the impacts of the new scheme with sector representatives. These proposals
constitute radical reform of SEPA’s approach to charges covering over 90% of
SEPA’s charges. Further detail is available from SEPA’s press release at:
http://media.sepa.org.uk/media-releases/2015/consultation-on-new-regulatory-
charging-scheme-launched/

SEPA Change Programme - The projects within the programme are progressing
well against plan.

The contact centre project remains on track. In June internal workshops took place to
look at the possibility of creating a complaints triage service within the SCC.

The ecosystem services project is progressing well. The Strathard Ecosystem
Services Project began in April. This is a partnership with Loch Lomond & Trossachs
National Park, Forestry Commission Scotland, Stirling Council, Scottish Natural
Heritage and Corner Estate. It is funded by SEPA research and development funds
in 2015-16. The aim is to apply an ecosystem services framework to identify land
management solutions to address flood risk.

4.1.2 Performance Report
We have issued corporate performance reports for April and May for the Agency
Management Team. Under monthly exception reporting introduced last year, we only
report those of our 32 measures where performance is lagging. Under our red-
amber-green scoring system, these are rated amber or red, or were rated amber or
red the previous quarter. The April report featured only one measure, Statutory
Monitoring Requirements, which was amber as we failed to collect all scheduled
samples during the month due to staff absences towards the end of the month. All
these were duly rescheduled and completed in May.

The same measure remained amber in May for similar reasons. By the time of the
submission of the report in mid-June, four out of five had been rescheduled and
completed, with the fifth set to be completed within the quarter, as required. A control
has been introduced to ensure all missed samples are collected within 14 days of
any cancelled sampling.

There were three other ambers but no reds in the May report. These were
Radioactive Incident Monitoring Network (still awaiting the external contractor to link
up our second monitoring site); Environmental Monitoring Plan (latest year-to-date
figure is 91.6% against the 95% target) and Environmental Incident Reports (latest
figure of 93.5% against the 96% target but we suspect this is a data quality issue
which will be resolved in the next month). All other measures reported were green.
Twelve will report for the first time at the end of quarter one.

4.1.3 Quality Management
The United Kingdom Accreditation Service annual surveillance visit was performed in
May. The visits to the Aberdeen and Eurocentral laboratories were very successful
and resulted in a recommendation for continued accreditation to ISO 17025. In
particular it was noted that SEPA has a well implemented management system, and
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demonstrates a strong commitment to quality and critical self-evaluation to determine
opportunities for improvement.

Lloyds Register Quality Assurance also completed their biannual certification audit
for ISO 14001 and 9001 at the end of May, raising only two minor non-conformances
and closing two previously raised. The auditors praised the progress we have made
with business planning, developing plans in a consistent format across the
organisation and clear linkages to Annual Operating Plan priorities. They also
commended SEPA’s Risk process.

4.1.4 Risk Management
The annual risk report will be discussed at this Agency Board meeting.

4.1.5 Compliments
During the reporting period 6 May – 25 June, 15 compliments have been recorded,
10 from external and five from internal sources.

The compliments from one department to another (‘internal sources’) highlight the
quality of the work supplied to departments to deliver customer requirements or the
speed with which the support services are provided enabling another department in
SEPA to provide the external services to our customers promptly. These are then
reflected in the kind of external compliments we receive.

Response times to environmental complaints frequently give rise to compliments,
though this period saw the first such compliment received as a result of a complaint
made on Twitter. A member of the public phoned to say that they were impressed by
speed at which an officer investigated their complaint made on @ScottishEPA . “An
Environmental Officer was on scene within a few hours”.

Registry consistently receive compliments for the speed at which they respond to
enquiries.

Thanks were also received from a local authority for working with both the applicant
and the planning officer to help deliver a £2.5m investment in a local company
employing 45 staff. They highlighted in particular the quick turn-around of responses
and for taking on board as material considerations the locational and economic
benefit considerations in withdrawing the initial objection.

4.1.6 Freedom of Information
Between 7 May and 9 July 2015, 68 requests were logged and 82 requests were
completed. Two Formal Reviews were logged and three were completed during the
reporting period. Additional information was released in respect of a Formal Review
relating to a hydropower scheme. The remaining two Formal Reviews were carried
out in relation to the same information for the same enquirer. The Office of the
Scottish Information Commissioner did not validate the appeal from the first request.
They advised the enquirer that the request should be resubmitted. A further Formal
Review was carried out and the information continued to be withheld.

The majority of Environmental Information (Scotland) Regulations (EIRs) requests
received during the reporting period related to water issues, closely followed by
waste. Requests received related to specific sites; planning; disused quarries;
contaminated land; water monitoring; packaging; WEEE compliance schemes and
several enquiries relating to unconventional gas extraction.
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Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act (FOISA) requests received related to
procurement issues; minutes from a recent Board meeting and SEPA policies

The chart below highlights the number of requests being handled by SEPA during the
reporting period.

The appeal relating to SEPA Flood Map data is still under investigation by the Office
of the Scottish Information Commissioner. A meeting was held with the Information
Commissioner and her colleagues on issues specifically relating to the format of
Flood Map data.

4.1.7 Customer Services Complaints
Between 7 May and 9 July 2015, two Complaints Handling Procedure (CHP) Stage 2
complaints were completed. In each case the complaint was not upheld.
A submission was made to the Scottish Public Services Ombudsman regarding
interlinked complaints related to matters concerning planning and regulatory issues in
a specific locality. The investigation is now ongoing.

The SPSO investigation of the complaint regarding matters concerning sewerage
arrangements at a specified address is still ongoing.

4.2 Organisational Development (OD)

4.2.1 Pay remit 2015-16
SEPA’s formal pay offer for 2015-16 was presented to UNISON on 22 June along
with a copy of the Equality Impact Assessment (EqIA). The EqIA identified no
significant issues and anticipated that the pay offer would result in a reduction in the
gender pay gap from 10.19%, to 10.08% as of 31 March 2016.

4.2.2 Health, Safety and Wellbeing
Recent initiatives to support Healthy Working Lives have included Healthy Eating
Week and SEPA participation in the National Cycle Challenge and Bike Week.

4.2.3 Equality and Diversity
Training on Disability Introducing Reasonable Adjustments has been developed for
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managers. This training will support the roll out of the Reasonable Adjustments
procedure which is currently under consultation with UNISON.

To support the Women in Leadership equality outcome, ten workshops were held
with female staff from bands A to D to identify the perceptions and experiences of
women in leadership roles and also identify what would encourage more women to
apply for promoted posts. A number of key themes came through, including issues
around a lack of lateral development opportunities, a desire for mentoring and
coaching programmes and greater promotion of the flexible working arrangements
for men and women in SEPA. The leaders within the groups felt their roles provided
them with the opportunities to make real change but would like more time to talent
manage and encourage good people. The next stage will be to determine what can
be done to progress this work in the short, medium and long term.

4.2.4 Leadership Talent – A Focus on Women
On 1 October SEPA will host the above conference in Edinburgh. This event will
focus on how the organisation can continue to progress the objective agreed by the
SEPA Board of increasing the number of women in leadership roles. The objectives
for the day are to:
 Nurture the leadership talent of women
 Inspire women to continue their leadership journey
 Promote the importance and potential of support networks and mentors
 Mainstream attitudes and behaviours around gender issues.

A programme of speakers has been arranged and an invitation to attend the event
will be extended to RAFE organisations.

4.3 Office Accommodation

The Implementation Plan for taking forward SEPA’s Estate Strategy 2014-2020, has
now been approved by the Agency Management Team and the Strategic Case for
SEPA’s estate in the east of Scotland is currently under development. Meetings have
taken place with staff in the five offices that fall within the east of Scotland to provide
an overview of the various options being explored.

We are working closely with our Sponsor Team and Property Division in the Scottish
Government on the development of proposals for reducing costs and carbon
emissions both in the East and across our wider estate.

4.4 Green Network

SEPA’s Green Network is a volunteer staff
support network of Green Coordinators
and Green Building Managers. A Green
Network annual training event was held at
Perth museum in May attended by 38
members of staff representing all SEPA
offices. The theme this year included
addressing the importance of soils during
the International Year of Soils; and the

event included a site visit to the Pillars of Hercules organic farm in Fife. The annual
event is designed to support and strengthen the network and members welcome the
opportunity to come together to share ideas and progress. Satisfaction through
formal feedback from attendees was exceptionally high.
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The network heard talks on local successes from members representing Stirling,
Dingwall, Fort William, Arbroath and ASB and subjects included improvements to
local biodiversity through better control of SEPA’s estate and outreach to other
stakeholders. A significant proportion of the event addressed practical progress on
understanding building energy use at SEPA’s larger buildings and included a detailed
talk on the challenges in understanding energy use at ASB.

4.5 Press Overview

4.5.1 Media coverage
Between 1 May and 30 June there were 356 articles mentioning SEPA.

During the same period, there were 56 media enquiries from various print, broadcast

and online media.

In terms of subjects the top five for printed articles and media enquiries are as

follows:

Printed articles

 Planning
 Flooding
 Waste
 Water
 Bathing Waters

Media enquiries

 Water
 Waste
 Prosecutions / Marine /Aquaculture

Over the two month period SEPA issued 9 media releases, each of which gained

coverage in the media.

Releases which gained a lot of coverage included:

 Start of the Bathing Water season
 Prosecution of a Perthshire landfill operator

There were 61 supportive articles (17%), 291 neutral or balanced articles (82%) and

4 critical articles (1%).

There were no articles covered by international media, 173 in national Scottish and

UK media, and a further 183 articles in local Scottish media.
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4.5.2 Social media
SEPA’s communications team also monitors mentions on social media sites (such as

Facebook and Twitter) and online blogs.

Mentions on social media

We issued 189 tweets and 86 Facebook messages across May and June, covering monthly

topic content for Biodiversity and Green Infrastructure.

Where coverage appears Tone of coverage
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Subject tags associated with the coverage

Staff Twitter account

Our guest tweeter for May was Emma Goodyear, who covered Biodiversity month, with Scot
Mathieson covering June for our Green Infrastructure topic. During May and June combined,
the SEPA Staff account issued 150 tweets, was mentioned on 49 occasions and gained a
total of 139 new followers.
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4.5.3 Published content

Articles published in SEPA View

June 2015

 My world: Kirsten Thorburn (29 June 2015)

 Scottish Green Infrastructure Forum (29 June 2015)

 Cities Alive – rethinking green infrastructure (29 June 2015)

 SEPA proposed environmental regulation (Scotland) charging scheme (26 June

2015)

 Green infrastructure across the Glasgow City region (26 June 2015)

 Greening our cities by restoring urban rivers (25 June 2015)

 Transforming how the Glasgow region thinks about and manages rainfall (23 June

2015)

 SEPA hosts specialist algal workshop for UK phytoplankton experts (23 June 2015)

 Showcasing the best of Scottish food and drink at the RHS 2015 (19 June 2015)

 Hot in the city tonight (17 June 2015)

 Scotland’s environment needs you! (12 June 2015)

 EcoHack 2015: a new way to look at environmental data (12 June 2015)

 My world: George Rattray (11 June 2015)

 Green infrastructure: new solutions for old problems? (10 June 2015)

 Finding creatures new to science in Scotland’s seas (8 June 2015)

 My world: Scot Mathieson (5 June 2015)

 The Woodlands Community Garden (5 June 2015)

 Lamprey watch: coming to a river near you (4 June 2015)

May 2015

 My world: Mhairi Wilson (29 May 2015)

 Great performance, but could do better (29 May 2015)

 No need to test the water with both feet (29 May 2015)

 The secret world of fungi: Scotland’s hidden biodiversity (29 May 2015)

 My world: David Findlay (28 May 2015)

 Guidance on segregating materials for recycling (28 May 2015)

 Invasive non-native species Q&A (28 May 2015)

 Ecosystem services and improving the water environment (27 May 2015)

 Flooding at the World Water Congress XV (27 May 2015)

 How SEPA is tackling wicked problems (26 May 2015)

 My world: Sandy Downie (22 May 2015)

 Out in the field with our ecologists (22 May 2015)

 Welcoming wildlife to our offices (20 May 2015)

 XVth World Water Congress (19 May 2015)

 My world: Clare Scanlan (15 May 2015)

 Extra-terrestrial activities (13 May 2015)

 Mapping the benefits of nature in Scotland (11 May 2015)

http://www.sepaview.com/2015/06/kirsten-thorburn/
http://www.sepaview.com/2015/06/scottish-green-infrastructure-forum/
http://www.sepaview.com/2015/06/cities-alive-rethinking-green-infrastructure/
http://www.sepaview.com/2015/06/sepa-proposed-environmental-regulation-scotland-charging-scheme/
http://www.sepaview.com/2015/06/green-infrastructure-across-the-glasgow-city-region/
http://www.sepaview.com/2015/06/greening-our-cities-by-restoring-urban-rivers/
http://www.sepaview.com/2015/06/transforming-how-the-glasgow-region-thinks-about-and-manages-rainfall/
http://www.sepaview.com/2015/06/sepa-hosts-specialist-algal-workshop-for-uk-phytoplankton-experts/
http://www.sepaview.com/2015/06/showcasing-the-best-of-scottish-food-and-drink-at-the-rhs-2015/
http://www.sepaview.com/2015/06/hot-in-the-city-tonight/
http://www.sepaview.com/2015/06/scotlands-environment-needs-you/
http://www.sepaview.com/2015/06/ecohack-2015-a-new-way-to-look-at-environmental-data/
http://www.sepaview.com/2015/06/george-rattray/
http://www.sepaview.com/2015/06/green-infrastructure-new-solutions-for-old-problems/
http://www.sepaview.com/2015/06/finding-creatures-new-to-science-in-scotlands-seas/
http://www.sepaview.com/2015/06/my-world-scot-mathieson/
http://www.sepaview.com/2015/06/the-woodlands-community-garden/
http://www.sepaview.com/2015/06/lamprey-watch-coming-to-a-river-near-you/
http://www.sepaview.com/2015/05/mhairi-wilson-life-as-a-marine-biologist-and-why-despite-the-wonders-of-scottish-seas-she-cant-see-the-sea-for-the-forest/
http://www.sepaview.com/2015/05/great-performance-but-could-do-better/
http://www.sepaview.com/2015/05/no-need-to-test-the-water-with-both-feet/
http://www.sepaview.com/2015/05/the-secret-world-of-fungi-scotlands-hidden-biodiversity/
http://www.sepaview.com/2015/05/david-findlay-tells-us-about-his-love-for-the-scottish-landscape-and-his-work-as-a-microbiologist/
http://www.sepaview.com/2015/05/guidance-on-segregating-materials-for-recycling/
http://www.sepaview.com/2015/05/invasive-non-native-species-qa/
http://www.sepaview.com/2015/05/ecosystem-services-and-improving-the-water-environment/
http://www.sepaview.com/2015/05/flooding-at-the-world-water-congress-xv/
http://www.sepaview.com/2015/05/how-sepa-is-tackling-wicked-problems/
http://www.sepaview.com/2015/05/sandy-downie/
http://www.sepaview.com/2015/05/out-in-the-field-with-our-ecologists/
http://www.sepaview.com/2015/05/welcoming-wildlife-to-our-offices/
http://www.sepaview.com/2015/05/xvth-world-water-congress/
http://www.sepaview.com/2015/05/clare-scanlon/
http://www.sepaview.com/2015/05/extra-terrestrial-activities/
http://www.sepaview.com/2015/05/mapping-the-benefits-of-nature-in-scotland/
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 Water scarcity – not just a developing world issue (11 May 2015)

 Valuing our environment: the ecosystem services approach (7 May 2015)

 Flood Hazards: communicating and engaging with hydrometeorological sciences

across Europe (4 May 2015)

 Biodiversity: why it matters (1 May 2015)

Publications

 SEPAView special edition 2015 for Royal Highland Show

5. Action

The Board is asked to note this report. Updates will be provided at the meeting.

Terry A’Hearn
Chief Executive
21 July 2015

http://www.sepaview.com/2015/05/water-scarcity-not-just-a-developing-world-issue/
http://www.sepaview.com/2015/05/valuing-our-environment-the-ecosystem-services-approach/
http://www.sepaview.com/2015/05/flood-hazards-communicating-and-engaging-with-hydrometeorological-sciences-across-europe/
http://www.sepaview.com/2015/05/flood-hazards-communicating-and-engaging-with-hydrometeorological-sciences-across-europe/
http://www.sepaview.com/2015/05/biodiversity-why-it-matters/
http://www.sepa.org.uk/media/162655/sepa-view-2015.pdf

