
Water Scarcity Situation Report 15th June 2017 

 

HEADLINE 

Risk of water scarcity alert for North West Highland and North Highland 

Early Warning for Tweed, Forth and Tay 

Situation summary 
The rainfall this week in the far North and North West 
has improved conditions but the area remains in Alert 
level. River levels are now normal for the time of year 
however mountain reservoirs are slower to recover so 
remain quite low. Public water supplies are operating 
normally and are not a cause of immediate concern. 
Contingency plans for maintaining drinking water 
supplies are in place should conditions worsen. 
 
Conditions in the rest of Scotland  are largely 
unchanged from the previous week. In parts of the 
East, groundwater levels remain low for the time of 
year and soils are quite dry below the surface. As a 
consequence, water resources in this area remain 
vulnerable should there be any extended periods of dry 
weather. 
 
Forecast  
Showers will continue to be experienced across the 
country in the coming days. The long-term forecast 
indicates that late June and early July are likely to see 
warm and largely dry spells of weather, interspersed 
with more unsettled conditions. Temperatures are likely 
to be above normal for the time of year, perhaps with 
some very warm or hot spells at times.  
 
On-going action 
We are continuing to monitor the situation closely, 
particularly in the North and North West and the 
vulnerable areas of the East. 
 

 
 

Risk of water scarcity 

We are working with SSE to ensure that the pattern and scale of releases of water to rivers from its 
hydropower reservoirs in the North and North West are optimised to conserve water stores for later in 
the summer, should conditions worsen.    

In the East, we will continue to work with farmers to help them plan how to maintain the ability to 
irrigate their crops should water resources become scarce again during the summer. 



Further details of the actions to manange water scarcity can be found in Scotland's National Water 
Scarcity Plan. 

Water abstractors with concerns about meeting licence conditions or wishing to discuss contingency 
measures should contact their local SEPA office.  
 
Further details on the current situation can be provided below: 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.sepa.org.uk/media/219302/scotlands-national-water-scarcity-plan.pdf
http://www.sepa.org.uk/media/219302/scotlands-national-water-scarcity-plan.pdf
http://www.sepa.org.uk/contact/office-locations/


 
Soil moisture categories are based upon MORECS data (Source: Met Office © Crown Copyright, 2017).  
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Reservoirs and Groundwater levels:  14/06/2017 

 

 

High Groundwater Level 
Normal Groundwater Level 
Low Groundwater Level 


