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Climate Change Action Statement 

 
 
Summary: 
 
 

The paper explains a proposal for SEPA to develop a short and 
powerful climate change action statement. The Board is asked to 
approve the development of the statement.  
 

Risks: None 
 

Resource and 
Staffing 
Implications: 

The proposed statement will articulate how SEPA will commit to a 
small number of practical actions that will make a significant 
difference.  These actions will be focused where we have a strong 
role and influence, deploying staff to where they can make the biggest 
difference.  
 

Equalities: 
 

None 
 

Environmental and 
Carbon Impact: 
 

The statement will stretch SEPA’s ambition by doing all it can to help 
Scotland deliver effective climate change action. 
 

Purpose and 
audience of the 
report: 
 

For approval by Board.  The Board will also be invited to contribute to 
the development of the statement through its discussion. 
 
Public 
 

Report Author: 
 

Terry A’Hearn, CEO 
Cath Preston, Head of Innovation 
Neil Deasley, Manager 
 

Appendices: None 
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Climate Change Action Statement 

 
 
1. Introduction 
 
1.1 This paper explains a proposal for SEPA to develop a short and powerful climate 

change action statement.  Climate change is overwhelmingly the biggest 
environmental challenge that Scotland and the world is facing.  It makes sense for 
SEPA to play as powerful a role as possible to help Scotland to deliver on its world 
leading ambition. 

 
1.2 Through our two core functions of regulation and flooding, SEPA is already making a 

considerable contribution to mitigating climate change and helping the nation to adapt 
to changes we know are already taking place.  The aim of the action statement is to 
deliver more strongly and more powerfully in those areas where we can make the 
biggest difference. 

 
2. Background 
 
2.1 In June 2017, the Scottish Government consulted on its proposals for a new Climate 

Change Bill.   These proposals aim to significantly stretch Scotland’s ambition by 
setting a new 90% emissions reduction target by 2050.  This would place Scotland’s 
efforts in line with the aspiration set in the Paris Agreement to restrict global 
temperature rises to no more than 1.5 degrees.  The Bill also proposes the 
establishment of a net-zero carbon target as soon as considered feasible.  This would 
place Scotland in a leadership role among a small number of progressive countries 
and cities1 that have targeted net-zero emissions by the middle of the century. 

 
2.2 The new Bill, allied to the commitments for 2017-2032 made in the draft Climate 

Change Plan, signal the Scottish Government’s commitment to significantly 
accelerate action on climate change.  This ambition to tackle climate change is at the 
heart of the Scottish Government’s aim to create a growing, sustainable and inclusive 
economy, and there is increasing recognition that taking action can provide wide 
economic and social benefits, such as new jobs, improved air quality, and positive 
health outcomes. 

 
3. The Issues 
 
3.1 SEPA can play an important role to help Scotland deliver effective climate change 

action and achieve the Scottish Government targets.  To ensure that we play that role 
and do all that we can in the most compelling way possible, it is proposed that we 
commit to a small number of powerful actions where we have a strong role and 
influence and where that will make the most significant difference – for example 
through sector plans, Sustainable Growth Agreements and by ensuring that 
Enforcement Undertakings contain at least one climate change action.  By doing so, 
we can help Scottish business and society to grasp the opportunity of moving to a low 
carbon economy. 

 
3.2 We therefore propose to develop a short and powerful SEPA climate change action 

statement setting out how we will play our part. 
 

                                                
1
 These include: Costa Rica (2021), Norway (2030), Iceland (2040), Sweden (2045) and four major cities: Melbourne (2020), 

Copenhagen (2025), Stockholm (2040) and Oslo (2050). 
 

http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2017/06/8208/0
http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2017/06/8208/0
http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2017/01/2768/0
http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2017/01/2768/0
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3.3 If approved, a draft Climate Change Action Statement will be prepared and brought 
back to the Board for its approval. 

 
4. Recommendations 
 
4.1 The Board is asked to approve the development of a climate change action 

statement for SEPA and to contribute to its preparation. 
 
 
 
Terry A’Hearn, CEO 
Cath Preston, Head of Innovation 
Neil Deasley, Manager 
 
11 September 2017 
 


