
  SEPA 20/13 

  
 

 
 
 

Agency Board Meeting 
28 May 2013 

 
 

Board Report Number: SEPA 20/13 
 
 

Chairman’s Report 

 
 
Summary: 
 
 

This paper highlights points of interest from the Chairman’s diary 
since the last Board meeting on 23 April 2013  
 

Risks: N/A 
 

Financial 
Implications: 

N/A 
 
 

Staffing 
Implications: 
 

N/A 

Environmental and 
Carbon Impact: 
 

N/A 

Purpose of the 
report: 
 

For information 

Report Author: 
 

David Sigsworth, Chairman 
Jenny Faichney, External Engagement Unit Manager 
 

 



  SEPA 20/13 
 

 2

 
Chairman’s Report 

 
1. Government relations 
 
1.1 Ministerial meetings 

James Curran, Allan Reid and I met with Paul Wheelhouse, Minister for Environment 
and Climate Change, at the Scottish Parliament on 25 April. This was one of our 
routine quarterly meetings with the Minister where we discuss a wide range of issues 
which relate to SEPA. Discussion started with our joint programme with the Scottish 
Government on the Regulatory Reform (Scotland) Bill, noting the progress of the Bill 
and that its introduction was a collective achievement.  
 
Other agenda items included: SEPA’s transformational change programme; strategic 
communications; waste regulation; and flooding. On the last point, the Minister 
recognised the significant work that was being taken within SEPA, in partnership with 
others, to deliver the Flood Risk Management (Scotland) Act and asked that his 
recognition and thanks be passed on to all involved. Flood insurance was a key area 
and he was grateful for SEPA’s work in seeking agreement from all 32 local 
authorities to share the Scottish Flood Defences Asset Database with the insurance 
sector. This would help ensure that the insurance companies were able to assess 
true level of flood risk. 
 
The Minister also acknowledged the helpful guidance that SEPA had issued on 
unconventional gas and the importance of terminology and reference to the various 
techniques. There was recognition too of the policy context and need for evidence.   
 
Whilst discussing our change programme, James made reference to the potential of 
citizen science and the public being the eyes and ears of the agency. The potential to 
generate much more for less and develop this involvement from undertaking 
simplified ecological assessments in rivers through to a form of regulatory 
surveillance was in SEPA’s thinking. We will also continue engaging fully with 
stakeholders as we progress more detail for funding SEPA in the future, following the 
public consultation that closed earlier this year. 
 

1.2 Review of Environment and Forestry Policy and Delivery Landscape 
As the Board is aware, SEPA has been participating in Scottish Government led work 
looking for more efficient ways of delivering best value from the combined resources 
of the policy and delivery bodies working in the fields of forestry and the 
environment1. On 8 May James and I attended a meeting of the Review Reference 
Group where Bob Downes and Allan Reid, on behalf of the review group, presented 
an overview of process since the letter I received in October from Cabinet Secretary 
Richard Lochhead. As I reported to the Board in February, this letter set out 
proposals for reviewing the opportunities for further efficiencies and the strategic 
alignment of public bodies and Government Directorate functions. We returned to the 
original questions posed by Scottish Government’s Director for Environment and 
Forestry, Bob McIntosh, to the Group earlier this year with the consideration of 
various options and deliberation on how best to present these to the Cabinet 
Secretary.  
 

                                                 
1 The scope of the review includes SEPA, Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH), Forestry Commission 
Scotland, the National Parks, Drinking Water Quality Regulator, and Scottish Government 
Environmental Quality and Natural Resources Divisions.  
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We expect in the coming weeks to present to Bob McIntosh a series of potential steps 
that the Cabinet Secretary may decide to follow as viable options to progress; both in 
the short and long term. It will be for Ministers to decide which, if any, of the options 
presented are taken forward for further consideration. 

 
1.3 Better Regulation 

On 25 April, James, Allan Reid and I met with Professor Russel Griggs, Chair of the 
Regulatory Review Group (RRG), and Joe Brown, Policy Manager Better Regulation 
and Business Engagement, at the Scottish Government. This meeting was to follow 
up on a Regulators and Sponsor Team event in March on the Regulatory Reform 
(Scotland) Bill and Better Regulation and Competitiveness, which unfortunately 
James and I were not able to attend. 
 
Good discussion was had on a variety of topics relating to better regulation and 
competitiveness, demonstrating where SEPA and the RRG can deliver multiple 
benefits – to the environment, communities and the economy.  

  
1.4 Chief Scientific Adviser, Rural and Environment 

On 16 May James and I met with Louise Heathwaite, Chief Scientific Adviser, Rural 
and Environment, at St Andrew’s House. This was an important introductory meeting 
for me and James as a follow up to Louise Heathwaite’s meeting with our Executive 
Director, David Pirie, last year. The focus of our discussion was on our positive 
engagement with CAMERAS2 and Living with Environmental Change (LWEC), an 
innovative partnership of UK research councils, government departments and 
agencies, devolved administrations and the Met Office. James’ report to the Board 
provides information on some of our work with CAMERAS on developing a Rural 
Affairs and Environment Evidence Strategy. 
 

2. External Engagement  
 
2.1 Scottish Property Federation 

On 25 April James and I met with the Scottish Property Federation (SPF) at their 
offices in Edinburgh to discuss the relationship between the Federation and SEPA. 
Present from SPF were Jestyn Davies (Chair), Alasdair Humphery (Vice Chair), 
Mandy Catterall (Planning Comm) and David Melhuish (Director).  
 
At the meeting we considered how we can support good development in conjunction 
with SPF and their members. I was keen to explain how SEPA’s overall planning 
performance has improved with many customers recognising the benefits since 
SEPA reviewed its planning operations and reshaped its service.   

 
Alan Farquhar, SEPA’s Head of Planning Services, will continue to liaise with SPF 
between the annual meetings that will take place between me and the SPF Chair. We 
will identify with members how SEPA can further enable good development in 
conjunction with SPF, through, for example, presentations to members, revised 
guidance or advice notes.  

 
SEPA will also provide a lead article for the Federation’s next Newsletter telling the 
story of how service has been improved, quoting the statistics around SEPA’s annual 
planning activity and interventions, and offering help to their membership. The piece 
will be in my name and will herald an ongoing programme of joint activity. 
 

                                                 
2 Co-ordinated Agenda for Marine Environment, Rural and Science (CAMERAS), led by Scottish 
Government 
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2.2 David Hume Institute Seminars 
I attended on 7 May, as a guest of SCDI3, a David Hume Institute Seminar "ESRC4 
Conversation 3 - the Scottish Energy Sector; in the Context of Possible Constitutional 
Change in Scotland" at The Royal Society of Edinburgh. The lead speaker was Dr 
Andy Kerr of Edinburgh University. Authors of a number of specially commissioned 
papers, including from Strathclyde and Aberdeen Universities, and Consumer Focus 
also contributed to the very interesting debate. 
 
These ESRC-supported ‘conversations’ were in association with the University of 
Edinburgh, examining issues in the context of possible constitutional change. I also 
attended the forth in this series of seminars on 16 May on "ESRC Conversation 4 - 
Competition Policy and Regulation: in the Context of Constitutional Change in 
Scotland", again at The Royal Society of Edinburgh. 

 
2.3 Edinburgh City Council 

On 10 May, James and I met with Sue Bruce, Chief Executive of Edinburgh City 
Council. This followed on from a meeting Lesley Sawers and I had with Sue Bruce 
earlier this year on sustainable cities. We were particularly keen to hear her views on 
how we might more actively engage SEPA in the cities economic development 
agenda, and the wider benefits of closer liaison between our organisations. 
 
Sustainable Cities will also be the theme of a SEPA event in the Scottish Parliament 
on 4 June, to which we have invited all City Council Chief Executives. MSPs and an 
invited audience will hear from the SCDI, Scottish Cities Alliance, Glasgow City 
Council, IBM, and SEPA, on what Sustainable Cities will mean and how they can be 
achieved. Edinburgh City Council will also be represented on a discussion panel at 
this event. 
 

2.4 Ofgem 
On 13 May I attended a lecture by Alistair Buchanan CBE, Chief Executive of Ofgem, 
at the National Museum of Scotland. The title of the lecture was “Will GB’s lights stay 
on and will the gas keep flowing: a look at the next decade?” This was following an 
invitation from Charles Gallacher, Director GB External Relations, Scotland and 
Wales Ofgem, based in Glasgow. As the Board is aware, I am a member of Ofgem’s 
Sustainable Development Advisory Group. As I reported to the Board in April, Alistair 
Buchanan steps down as Ofgem’s Chief Executive towards the end of June and 
Ofgem has appointed Andrew Wright as interim Chief Executive, effective from 28 
June; Mr Wright has led Ofgem’s Markets Division since 2008. 
 

3. Action 
 
3.1 The Board is asked to NOTE this report.  Updates will be provided at the meeting. 

 
David Sigsworth, Chairman, 17 May 2013 

                                                 
3 Scottish Council for Development and Industry (SCDI) 
4 Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC) 


