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Chairman’s Report 

 
1. Government relations 
 
1.1 Sponsor division 

Since the last Board meeting, SEPA Chief Executive, James Curran, and I have had 
a number of meetings with Scottish Government colleagues as part of our regular 
liaison with our Sponsor division. 
 
On 14 August we met with Bob McIntosh, Environment & Forestry Director, to discuss 
the Comprehensive Spending Review. On 26 August, we met again with Bob 
McIntosh, together with Allan Reid, SEPA's Chief Officer, and the wider Sponsor 
team at Scottish Government for a more extensive discussion reflecting on areas of 
joint work and sharing suggestions for business improvements. These were very 
productive meetings that built on the success of our on-going partnership work 
developing the Regulatory Reform (Scotland) Bill which is currently at Stage 1 in the 
Scottish Parliament.   
 

1.2 Board recruitment 
As reported to the Board in July, the recruitment process for new SEPA Board 
members has started, led by the Scottish Government. The campaign to recruit new 
members was launched on 2 August, with the final closing date for receipt of 
completed applications being 30 August. 
 
In the SEPA press release, I said this is a great opportunity to further augment the 
experience and skills of an already effective Agency Board which is focused on 
protecting and improving Scotland’s environment. We are seeking people who are not 
only passionate about the environment, but also understand the importance it has in 
contributing to the overall economic success and social well-being of Scotland. 
 
Appointments to SEPA's Board are made by Scottish Ministers and are regulated by 
the Commissioner for Public Appointments in Scotland. We are expecting to short-list 
candidates later in September and interview selected applicants in October. The 
successful candidates will take up their posts in January 2014.  
 

1.3 Consumer protection 
On 13 August I attended a business breakfast at the Registers of Scotland, 
Edinburgh, hosted by Cabinet Secretary for Finance, Employment and Sustainable 
Growth, John Swinney MSP. The purpose was to mark the launch of a Scottish 
Government paper1 containing proposals for a reformed system of consumer 
protection should the country become independent.  
 
Mr Swinney addressed the event and provided an update on the Scottish 
Government's plans for Economic and Competition regulation including the combined 
economic regulator. Mr Swinney also took part in a discussion session along with 
Richard Lloyd, Executive Director of the consumer organisation Which?, and William 
Kovacic, Global Competition Professor of Law and Policy, George Washington 
University and Commissioner and former Chair of the US Federal Trade Commission. 
 
The event was organised by the Scottish Government’s Business Directorate 
Constitutional Team and chaired by Scottish Government Chief Economist Gary 
Gillespie. 

                                                 
1 Consumer Protection and Representation in an independent Scotland: Options 



   SEPA 35/13 

 3

2. External Engagement  
 
2.1 Better Regulation 

On 19 August I met, as I do regularly, with Professor Russell Griggs, Chair of 
Scotland’s Regulatory Review Group (RRG).  We discussed the work of the RRG and 
SEPA’s support for it. We also discussed SEPA’s Better Regulation work with 
Scottish Government, including progress with the Regulatory Reform (Scotland) Bill in 
the Scottish Parliament committees, and stakeholder engagement. SEPA remains 
committed to good stakeholder engagement and is currently involved in a substantial 
discussion with business stakeholders.  

 
2.2 Edinburgh Airport Ltd 

On 7 August James Curran and I met with Sir John Elvidge and Gordon Dewar, the 
Chair and CEO of Edinburgh Airport Ltd respectively. This was a follow up to the 
meeting James and I had with our counterparts on 18 February, as reported to the 
Board in April. We were briefed on progress with the airport's environmental plans 
following their initiative to seek engagement with SEPA to review the impacts of their 
operations. 
 
SEPA has a regulatory role with respect to the discharge of surface water at the 
airport and from time to time this is contaminated with de-icer. The River Basin Plan 
requires measures are put in place to reduce the impact of this discharge. Ian 
Buchanan, SEPA Area Manager, and his team, are in regular contact and lead on the 
provision of advice to the airport on regulatory matters.  
 
Both Sir John Elvidge and Gordon Dewar were complimentary about the helpfulness  
of SEPA staff, particularly highlighting their pragmatism and willingness to explore 
new innovations in order to find workable solutions. They were also pleased with the 
developing consortium approach - bringing together SEPA, Edinburgh Airport, 
Edinburgh City Council and Scottish Water who all have an interest in the protection 
of the local water environment (the Gogar Burn, Water of Leith and River Almond). 
 

2.3 Green Growth  
On 27 August I chaired a meeting of the Green Growth Steering Group hosted by 
Dundas and Wilson in Glasgow. I undertook this task at the request of Laurence 
Ward, Dundas and Wilson's Chairman, who leads the group and who had been called 
away at short notice.  
 
As I reported to the Board in July, this is a private sector led short-life steering group 
set up by the Scottish Energy Advisory Board (SEAB). SEPA, through Jane Bond, 
acts as a joint co-ordinator with Scottish Enterprise. I am a member of that team 
which is tasked with developing an action plan to accelerate the exploitation of 
Scotland’s low carbon market opportunities.  
 
The exercise is focusing on a small number of priority market opportunities which are 
aimed at achieving measurable progress over a 24 month timescale. It will involve 
close collaboration among relevant industry bodies/representatives and supporting 
public sector partners, including SEPA. In addition to selecting and developing the 
initial set of priority topics, which include water and wastewater treatment and the 
circular economy, the action plan will also identify cross-cutting enablers and barriers 
to green growth. 
 
A progress report is in preparation for the next meeting of SEAB and I will update the 
Agency Board further on this work at the board meeting. 
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2.4 Dart Energy 
James Curran and I visited the Dart Energy facilities at Airth on 5 August. Douglas 
Bain (UK Country Manager) hosted the visit and we also met with Ross Hendrie 
(Technical Manager) and Gary Millen (HSE Manager).  
 
Both James and I found the tour of their installation very informative and we were 
shown the current production well on the site which is extracting coal bed methane. 
The Dart team answered our questions regarding measures to protect the water 
environment and to minimise emissions to air, and we were briefed about the 
standards Dart Energy are setting, and intend to maintain, in their developments. 
 
SEPA's operations team license and monitor these facilities and are currently 
involved in discussions with Dart to explore their future plans. 
 
SEPA is always keen to speak to operators early on in any emerging business to 
allow us to plan the internal resources we will need to deploy, as well as offering 
useful environmental guidance as appropriate. 
 

2.5 UKAS 
On 26 August I met with Lord Jamie Lindsay, Chairman of the United Kingdom 
Accreditation Service2 (UKAS). This was a follow-up to an informal meeting with Lord 
Lindsay at the Royal Highland Show in June. We discussed the potential of UKAS 
accredited certification and self-monitoring schemes in environmental regulation. This 
discussion will help inform the potential development of specific environmental 
performance standards that could help particular industry sectors move positively 
through our compliance spectrum towards “beyond compliance”.   
 
This was also by way of follow-up to my report to the Board in September last year 
when James and I met with Lord Lindsay to discuss UKAS’s response to the joint 
Scottish Government/SEPA consultation on Proposals for an Integrated Framework 
of Environmental Regulation. UKAS, at that time, was pleased to see that the 
consultation document contained suggestions to make use of voluntary 
environmental commitments and management systems in a new regulatory 
framework.   
 

3. Action 
 
3.1 The Board is asked to NOTE this report. 
 
 
David Sigsworth, Chairman 
5 September 2013 
 

                                                 
2 UKAS is the UK’s National Accreditation Body and the sole body recognised by Government in the 
assessment and verification against international standards of performance, products and services in 
both the private and public sectors. 


