ARGYLLDISTRICTSALMONFISHERYBOARD
Cherry Park, Inveraray, Argyll, PA32 8XE
Registry Department
SEPA
Graesser House
Fodderty Way
Dingwall

IV15 9XB
5h April 2019

Dear Sir / Madam
Consultation on application for Fish Farm development, CAR/L/1178003
Argyll District Salmon Fisheries Board (ADSFB) has a remit to protect and improve migratory
salmon and trout populations in its area of influence which include Loch Long. On behalf of
the Argyll District Salmon Fishery Board we are keen to comment on the proposed new fish
farm site to produce Rainbow Trout near Ardentinny, Loch Long; (CAR/L/1178003).
We understand that the proposed location of this new fish farm will be one of several such
applications in the Firth of Clyde, amounting to several times more biomass of fish being
farmed than the 2,127.6 tonnes being applied for here. We therefore believe that this and
following applications should be considered as a cumulatively in respect to their effect on the
Firth of Clyde and its wild salmon and trout populations.
This individual site will be located near to salmon and sea trout fisheries; Rivers Eachaig, Goil
and the Glenfinart Burn which are important to the local economy and amenity. SEPA will be
aware that under that under the Conservation of Salmon (Scotland) Amendment Regulations
2018 all the principal salmon and sea trout rivers in the region are categorised at grade 3
meaning that stocks have already fallen below safe conservation limits. We believe that
additional pressures on wild fish at this time will cause further damage to these wild fish
populations.
We highlight that the applicant has no other farms in full-strength seawater and has little
experience in using sea lice treatment treatments. Given that there would be many hundreds
of thousands of farmed trout in a new farm production area and that each female lice can
produce hundreds of eggs, on-farm lice numbers pose a significant threat to young wild fish
in the Firth of Clyde, including the Lomond (and its Special Area of Conservation designation
for salmon), Clyde and North Ayrshire rivers.

These risks are primarily due to potential
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increases in production of sea lice larvae on farms and subsequent dispersal of larvae into the
environment due to the high number of on-farm hosts.
While the fish farming industry appear to have identified some new non-chemical sea lice
control measures, the applicant appears to be solely reliant on chemical treatments, the
efficacy of which may not be effective in all situations in the day-to-day working environment.
It is the view of the Argyll District Salmon Fishery Board ( ADSFB) and Argyll Fisheries Trust
AFT) that no permanent permission for this site should be permitted into the Firth of Clyde
until the fish farming company can;

demonstrate that their strategy for sea lice control at the site is effective over a
minimum of one production cycle.
implement control measures that manage overall emissions of sea lice larvae from
farms to levels that do not affect wild fish.
ensure the health of wild fish populations are monitored to establish if the site can
operate sustainably with minimal impact on wild fish in the longer-term.
Management actions will be undertaken on the basis of the results of wild fish
monitoring
provide a commitment to undertake all possible actions to recover escape farm fish.

The above should be part of an Environment Monitoring Plan that should be linked to any
planning permission granted by the local authority. We believe the monitoring of wild fish and
the operational performance of the farm should similarly be a condition of a time-limited CAR
license which can be reviewed and assessed at the end of each farm production cycle. To
fully reflect the environment in which the additional production is situated, the EMP should in
effect monitor what is happening in a farm management area due to the linkages of tidal and
wind-driven movement of sea lice larvae and movement of any farm fish which may escape.
On this basis, EMPs need to include both the management of sea lice larvae production in a
farm management area as well as collecting representative data on wild fish that reflect the
health of the ecosystem.

In summary, it is our experience that there is significant potential for the proposed new fish
farm site to impact on the health of salmonids in a sea loch such as Loch Long. We believe
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that Annex V of the Water Framework Directive ( WFD) require assessment by SEPA of the
fish fauna quality element. We request that SEPA consider its general duties under WFD in
consideration of the impact of new farm sites on already threatened river populations of
salmon. No permanent CAR licence should be granted until the applicant can demonstrate
that they can control sea lice to Code of good Practice levels over at least one production
cycle and a satisfactory Environmental Management Plan can be agreed between the
applicant and Argyll and Eachaig district Salmon Fishery Boards.

We hope you find these comments useful
Yours sincerely,

Robert Younger
Clerk to the Board
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