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Aquaculture Sector Plan Consultation  

 
Summary: 
 
 

This paper reports on the conclusions of the consultation on the 
Aquaculture Sector Plan.    
 

Risks: The public debate about the development of the aquaculture sector is 
highly polarised and SEPA’s conclusions risk adverse comments from 
both sides of the debate.     . 
 

Resource and 
Staffing 
Implications: 

The development of the new regulatory framework for aquaculture, 
which is a consequence of the sector plan, will increase work 
associated with monitoring, modelling and public engagement. A 
proposal to increase charges to cover this increase is currently being 
developed and will be submitted to the Board in autumn.  . 
 

Equalities: 
 

No relevant impacts.  
 

Environmental and 
Carbon Impact: 
 

The Sector Plan and the new regulatory framework will deliver 
improvements in the environmental condition of Scotland’s seas.  
 

Purpose and 
audience of the 
report: 
 

This item is for information  
 

Report Author(s): 
 

Mike Montague, Sector Lead 
Peter Pollard, Head of Ecology 
Martin Marsden, Head of Environmental Quality  
David Pirie, Director of Evidence and Flooding 
 

Appendices: N/A 
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Aquaculture Sector Plan Consultation 

 
 
1. Introduction 
 
1.1 SEPA consulted on its new sector plan in December 2018.  We received 117 

responses considerably more than for any other sector plan.   
 
2. Background 
 
2.1 The consultation asked for comments on the Sector Plan and the associated 

regulatory framework.  
 
2.2  The sector plan has been subject to changes following the consultation process. 
 
2.3  The development of the regulatory framework has been strongly influence by the 

consultation process influencing key elements such as the: 
 

 early engagement with stakeholders; 

 assessment of cumulative elements; and 

 more rigorous audit of operator monitoring.   
 
2.4  The new regulatory framework was implemented, when planned, on 31 May.  This 

phase of implementation focused on the application process.  The next phase will be 
developing our approach to the assessment of compliance and enforcement.  

 
4. Recommendations 
 
4.1  The Board is asked to note the progress made.  
 
 
 
Mike Montague, Sector Lead 
Peter Pollard, Head of Ecology 
Martin Marsden Head of Environmental Quality  
David Pirie, Director of Evidence and Flooding 
 
17 June 2019 
 
 
 

https://www.sepa.org.uk/regulations/water/aquaculture/regulatory-framework/

