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Chief Executive’s Report 

 
 Introduction 
 
Since the Board meeting in December, the main focus of our corporate work has been on preparing the 2020-
21 Annual Operating Plan (AOP). 
 
We have put a lot of effort into developing the AOP.  We had an All Managers meeting in December to explain 
the eight priorities that have been selected by the Agency Management Team (AMT) and to seek initial 
feedback from managers.  We then distributed the first working draft of the AOP, including these eight 
priorities, to all staff for comment. 
 
Since then, we have further refined the draft AOP for first consideration by the Board at this February 
meeting.  This will enable us to further refine it, especially in sharpening the targets and measures before 
final consideration at the March Board meeting.  This work on next year’s priorities has also been informing 
the setting of our 2020-21 budget which will also be considered by the Board in March. 
 
The aim of this focus on business planning over the past three months is to set us up for our powerful year 
of delivery in 2020-21. 
 
 
 
Terry A’Hearn 
Chief Executive Officer 
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1. Regulation  
 
1.1  Sector updates  
 
1.1.1 Chemicals sector - Mossmorran flaring 
 

We continue to be clear that repeated unplanned flaring is both unacceptable and preventable and 
have agreed actions with the companies at Mossmorran to reduce the likelihood of flaring, and the 
impacts when it occurs. These improvements have been reflected in a series of variations to the 
permits for ExxonMobil Chemical Ltd and Shell UK Ltd and include the installation of noise reducing 
flare tips by both operators and new, totally enclosed ground flares at ExxonMobil Chemical 
Limited.  
 
The Fife Ethylene Plant operated by ExxonMobil Chemical Limited shut-down at the end of August 
2019. This was to allow them to carry out repairs and maintenance to their process equipment. Our 
regulatory specialists have been in regular contact with both companies during the shut-down 
period. Their focus has been on ensuring compliance and understanding ExxonMobil’s plans for the 
start-up of the plant. This started in December 2019 and is expected to be completed in early 
February 2020. 
 
The possibility of the main phase of the start-up coinciding with Christmas and the New Year period 
was avoided. I set out our views on this in a letter to ExxonMobil Chemical Ltd.’s Plant Manager and 
strongly encouraged a delay to the start up until after the festive period.   
 
We are adopting a twin-track approach to the regulation of Mossmorran by closely monitoring the 
start-up while also addressing the root causes of unacceptable flaring. We have taken a proactive 
approach in deploying regulatory staff, air quality and noise monitoring equipment and scientific 
specialists throughout the start-up. 

 
A wide range of communications has been undertaken to ensure local communities and 
stakeholders are kept informed. This has included extensive use of the Mossmorran Hub on our 
website, placing of adverts in the local media, radio adverts, and posting over 15,000 leaflets to 
local residents. We have attended various Mossmorran-related group meetings as well as providing 
information and answering questions directly. This has been welcomed by local politicians in 
particular.  
 
We are also continuing to work closely with other public agencies to understand impacts on local 
communities. In October 2019, NHS Fife published their Report on the Health Impacts of Flaring at 
Mossmorran. This included a heat map we provided which shows the locations where most health-
related complaints from members of the public were coming from. 

https://www.sepa.org.uk/regulations/air/air-quality/mossmorran-and-braefoot-bay-complexes/
https://www.sepa.org.uk/regulations/air/air-quality/mossmorran-and-braefoot-bay-complexes/
http://admin.fifedirect.org.uk/weborgs/nhs/uploadfiles/publications/c64_191030NHSFifeMossmorranhealthimpactsummaryFinal.pdf
http://admin.fifedirect.org.uk/weborgs/nhs/uploadfiles/publications/c64_191030NHSFifeMossmorranhealthimpactsummaryFinal.pdf
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1.1.2 Dairy processing 
 

In November’s report, I talked about the NetRegs e-learning tool for changes to regulations for 
fluorinated greenhouse gases (known as F-gases and commonly used in refrigeration units). This 
tool is now available both directly and through our partners including the Food and Drink Federation 
Scotland, Dairy UK and the Scottish Dairy Hub.  
 
We supported Stuart Martin of the Scottish Dairy Hub to produce an article for the National Farmers 
Union Scotland Leader magazine on the subject of the regulation changes. This will reach the farm-
based dairy processing community as well as the wider dairy production sector, who use 
refrigerants as part of their storage units. 
 
We have also directly supported two dairy processors who have asked for us to work with them to 
reach beyond compliance. This included pre-planning discussions for a new cheese processing 
facility and another working to navigate the complex issue of sustainable dairy product packaging. 
We engaged our partners in the Scottish Business Sustainability Partnership to assist with these 
requests. 
 
In early December, we held a two day Landmark and Enterprise Networks (LENs) event in South 
West Scotland. The Landmark and Enterprise Networks method of working links the management of 
land and landscapes to the long term needs of business and society. It does this by helping 
businesses work together to influence the quality and performance of the landscape in which they 
operate. 
 
The event was attended by key businesses in the area, local authority economic development 
officers, existing project teams and Scottish Enterprise. We explored opportunities for using the 
Landmark and Enterprise Networks model in South West Scotland. 

 
1.1.3 Crop production 
 

Our farm inspection staff have been trained to better understand soils and how improved 
management of soils on farms can reduce the risk of erosion and associated pollution. This will help 
them in their work to reduce diffuse pollution and increase compliance with General Binding Rules. 
 
We have been pulling together the evidence of nutrient flows (specifically Nitrogen and Phosphorus) 
in the Scottish economy and have been looking at tools and techniques available to re-purpose 
nutrients from waste streams. We have planned a workshop for 31 January with Zero Waste 
Scotland to develop a vision of how we can work together to facilitate the transition towards a 
circular nutrient economy. In time, this will help reduce the nutrient pressure on the rural landscape.  
 
We are also planning to consult on our new abstraction approach in spring 2020. The management 
of information flow between irrigators and SEPA, and stimulating water efficient irrigation are part of 
the consultation. 

 
1.1.4 Forestry and wood processing 
 

We are about to launch the Argyll Initiative to improve forestry management compliance in the West 

Highland and Argyll region. Good management practices will be promoted in workshops, sector 

events, site inspections and direct liaison with the companies located in the area. We will share the 

findings with both the Confederation of Forest Industries (Confor) and Scottish Forestry. 

 

We have held initial meetings with Forestry & Land Scotland to share data and launch the project.  

Letters will also be sent out to key contacts within Argyll outlining the project aims. Scottish Forestry 

woodland officers will be given the chance to conduct joint site inspections to share knowledge and 

agree outcomes. Our staff will be able to provide input to the project to promote learning and 

development. 

 

The project will run for six months with inspection work starting in February 2020. 

http://www.netregs.org.uk/environmental-topics/air-pollution/fluorinated-gases-f-gases/
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1.1.5 Nuclear power generation and decommissioning 
 

The Environmental Authorisations (Scotland) Regulations 2018 have replaced the Radioactive 
Substances Act 1993 as the permitting scheme for radioactive substances. In 2019, we issued new 
simplified permits to the nuclear sites. All nuclear sites in Scotland now hold permits under the new 
regulations and we regulate against these permits. 
 
The new regulations apply to all sectors using radioactive substances except for the offshore oil and 
gas industry, which will continue to be regulated under the Radioactive Substance Act 1993 for the 
foreseeable future. Changes brought in by the new permitting regime have allowed us to produce 
better guidance to assist compliance. We are also able to take a more graded approach to 
addressing site regulation and can respond to issues more rapidly to the benefit of the environment. 
The new permits have received positive feedback from industry. 

 
1.1.6 Metals 
 

We have completed baseline inspections of 65% of metal sites. These inspections capture general 
compliance information about the sites along with further information to helps us improve our 
understanding of how the metals sector works in practice. This lets us focus action in those areas 
that will be most effective in driving improvement in the sector. These areas can include non-
compliant site issues, waste movements, or licence status. The findings of these inspections will be 
used for the prioritisation for permit reviews and development of a compliance improvement plan 
with the site operator. 
 
Working with British Transport Police (in consultation with the British Metals Recycling Association 
(BMRA) and Scottish Government officials), we have carried out a review of creating a scrap metal 
dealers national register. We concluded that there is no evidence that a national register of this kind 
would be a proportionate investment for us or local authorities. Response to any increase in metal 
crime would not be impaired by the lack of a national scrap metal dealer’s register as partner 
agencies have access to accurate information and maintain a joint operational capability. 

 
1.1.7 Finfish aquaculture  
 

We held the first meeting of our finfish aquaculture advisory panel on 30 October. The Panel 
includes representatives from salmon and trout producers, buyers, coastal community groups, 
environmental non-governmental organisations, and partner agencies. The second meeting of the 
panel will be held on 30 January.  
 
During December, we finalised the objectives for our 2020 marine evidence programme. The 
programme includes work identified as priorities by coastal community groups and other 
stakeholders during the consultation on our finfish aquaculture sector plan at the end of 2018. 
Starting in spring, we will run the survey elements of the programme from our survey vessel, the Sir 
John Murray. 
 
The transitional arrangements for applications under our new regulatory framework for marine fish 
farms ended on 31 December. All applications will now be expected to be accompanied by 
advanced computer modelling information together with improved baseline survey information. The 
new, structured, pre-application process will be in operation to help developers prepare good 
applications and enable coastal communities to contribute early to the process. 
 
We held a series of meetings in December and January with fish producers, feed manufacturers, 
environmental non-governmental organisations, and coastal community groups to answer questions 
about our consultation on options for regulating the quantity of organic wastes discharged from 
marine fish farms. The closing date for the consultation was extended from 27 November to the 17 
January following requests from consultees. 
 
 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2018/219/contents/made
https://www.sepa.org.uk/regulations/water/aquaculture/finfish-aquaculture-advisory-panel/
https://www.sepa.org.uk/regulations/water/aquaculture/transitional-arrangements/
https://www.sepa.org.uk/regulations/water/aquaculture/pre-application/
https://consultation.sepa.org.uk/regulatory-services/biomassfeed/
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1.1.8 Strategic infrastructure 
 

We are now working with the Association of Environmental Clerks of Works, Scottish Natural 
Heritage, and the Civil Engineering Contractors Association to develop an accreditation scheme for 
Environmental Clerks of Works, along with the University of West of Scotland.  
 
We are also working similarly on an accreditation scheme for Ecological Clerks of Works with the 
Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management, and Scottish Natural Heritage. 

 
1.1.9 Water supply and waste water 
 

Over the last eighteen months, we have been working closely with Scottish Water in developing the 
Vision for Water and its strategic plan for 2021-27, which is due to be published imminently. Scottish 
Water is committed to achieving net zero carbon by 2040. The first phase of environmental 
improvement works and investment to reduce greenhouse gas emissions have been scheduled into 
Scottish Water’s investment plan. These include many of the priority actions identified in our sector 
plan for the water supply and wastewater sector. 

 
Our Sustainable Growth Agreement with Scottish Water has helped our organisations to work on 
our shared goals of recovering value from wastewater, sustainably managing the environment, and 
using blue-green infrastructure to manage rainwater and prevent it from overloading public sewers. 
 
We have been looking into opportunities for recovery of value from sewage sludge. We have 
identified potential sites for recovery of energy from the co-treatment of sewage sludge with other 
organic materials. In the next phase of work, we will test the viability of these opportunities through 
laboratory trials. 
 

1.2 Clinical waste update 
 

Following the cessation of clinical waste collection services to the NHS and others by the major 
provider in Scotland in December 2018, we have been working with the Scottish Government, NHS 
National Services Scotland and health boards to support the contingency arrangements for the 
collection, storage and disposal of clinical waste.  
 
Some of the sites formerly occupied by Healthcare Environmental Services Limited (in liquidation), 
have now been leased by the liquidator of that company, BDO, to Cliniwaste Limited.  At one of 
those sites, Hassockrigg, the first load of waste was removed in late January and we will monitor the 
ongoing clearance of the site. Current plans indicate that the site will be cleared of all clinical waste 
over the next 3 months. 

 
We are committed to ensuring that the environment and human health are appropriately protected 
while we continue to work with NHS Scotland to support their transition out of contingency 
arrangements. 

 
1.3 Gotter Water Weir Project 
 

In December 2019, the Gotter Water Weir project was completed. This was the culmination of five 
years of work by we carried out with our partners. For 100 years, this fish barrier in Renfrewshire 
prevented access to nine kilometres of excellent river habitat for migratory fish species such as 
salmon and sea trout. The original weir was partially lowered and two pre-barrage structures 
installed to create a migration route for fish. Early and ongoing engagement with the local 
community was a key factor in overcoming sensitivities such as noise and construction traffic in 
what is a conservation village. 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.waterbriefing.org/home/water-issues/item/16538-new-vision-for-scotland%E2%80%99s-water-sector-unveiled
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Roseanna Cunningham, Cabinet Secretary for Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform, 
commented on the project: “Salmon is an iconic species for Scotland and declining numbers of wild 
salmon returning to Scottish rivers is of great concern to the Scottish Government. So we are hugely 
supportive of SEPA’s work through the Water Environment Fund to remove this barrier to migratory 
fish – and delighted to see signs of early success.” 
 
The project is improving the resilience of migratory fish populations to issues such as climate 
change and other pressures during the oceanic part of their life cycle. It will also bring benefits to 
the local community such as the economic uplift associated with angling, environmental 
education/awareness, and associated health and well-being benefits. 
 
The works phase was the first we directly commissioned through the Scottish Government’s Water 
Environment Fund. Once completed, migratory fish were seen ascending the weir straight away. 
 
A short film about the project is available on our YouTube page. 

    

1.4 Shawfair Sustainable Growth Agreement 
 

The developers behind the new town of 
Shawfair in Midlothian have committed 
to a Sustainable Growth Agreement 
that will accelerate the delivery of a 
well-designed, sustainable community 
that promotes well-being and healthy 
lifestyles. 
 
The three-year Agreement between 
SEPA, Shawfair, and Midlothian 
Council is the first of its kind in the 
planning and construction sector. 
 
One of the key projects covered within the Agreement is the planned delivery of a District Heating 
system for Shawfair’s town centre, powered by surplus, zero carbon heat from the adjacent 
Recycling and Energy Recovery Centre. 
 
District Heating works by distributing heat from one source, through an energy efficient network, 
instead of having individual central heating systems in each building or home. 
 
Further information on the Sustainable Growth Agreement is available on our website. 

 
 
  

Pre-works Post-works 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-2Md7j-o6Ys
https://www.sepa.org.uk/one-planet-prosperity/sustainable-growth-agreements/shawfair-sga/
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1.4 Appeals 
 
On 6 November 2019, SEPA was notified that an appeal had been lodged with the Scottish 
Ministers by Avondale Environmental Ltd against the variation of a PPC permit (PPC/E/20059) in 
relation to the Avondale Non-Hazardous Landfill, Polmont. 
 
On 19 December 2019, SEPA was notified that an appeal lodged by MOWI Scotland Ltd in relation 
to a SEPA initiated variation to reduce biomass at the Isle of Ewe fish farm site near Poolewe had 
been withdrawn. 
 

1.5 Scottish Ministers – Call-in requests 
 
On 18 November 2019, we received notification from the Scottish Ministers that an application for a 
Controlled Activities Regulation licence by MOWI Scotland Limited in relation to Kilbrannan Sound, 
Argyll had been requested to be called in. On 8 January 2020, we were advised that the Scottish 
Ministers would not be calling in this application. 
 
On 21 November 2019, we received notification from the Scottish Ministers that an application for 
variation of a Controlled Activities Regulation licence by MOWI Scotland Limited in relation to Bagh 
Dail Nan Ceann Marine Pen Fish Farm, Loch Shuna, had been requested to be called in. On 9 
January 2020, we were advised that the Scottish Ministers would not be calling in this application. 

 
2. Flooding 
 
2.1 Flood Warning operations – Storm Brendan 
 

On 13-15 January, Storm Brendan hit Scotland bringing 80-90 mile 
per hour winds, large waves and up to one metre of associated storm 
surge, all at the same time as regular Spring tides were expected to 
peak. The combination of events resulted in dangerous sea 
conditions, mainly along northern and western coasts and the highest 
seawater levels in 15 years for some coastlines. 
 
Our Scottish Flood Forecast Service started to raise awareness of the 
event to emergency partners in our Flood Guidance Statement on 8 
January (six days ahead) and by 11 January we were confident that 
some significant flooding impacts were possible. Preparations by 
emergency responders, including the erection of temporary flood 
defences, ensured that communities were prepared for the worst. 
Impacts were felt by businesses and communities in places like Fort 
William, Oban, the Western Isles, Aberdeen, Stonehaven and across 
the Orkney Islands.  
 

 
Storm Brendan was one of the first significant events to hit Scotland 
since we launched the Orkney and Aberdeenshire coastal flood warning 
schemes, and a high number of warnings were issued to the public 
through these schemes.   

   

 
 
 

A83 Ardrishaig (photo ©BBC 
WeatherWatchers) 
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2.2 Improving design and access to SEPA Flooding services 
 

Following the Scottish Approach to Service Design (SAtSD), we 
continue to involve the public in the creation and improvement of 
our services and products.   
 
In November, we held workshops with the public and community 
flood groups on the design, access and content of the planned 
Scottish Flood Forecast. This has given us a better understanding 
of user journeys and resulted in the creation of web page mock-
ups which will inform further testing. 
 
We have also been working on improving the online flooding 
journey and conducted usability and accessibility testing on the 
flooding section of our website. The testing was to help us 
understand more about what our users need from our flooding service, and how we can make our 
information more accessible. The feedback and evidence gathered will allow us to make changes 
and improvements in key areas including: 
 

 explaining SEPA’s role in flooding for the general public more clearly;  

 making flooding tools and services more consistent and mobile-friendly;  

 ensuring the most valued information is simple to access and use, particularly for disabled 

people. 

2.3 Isle of Bute Flood Warning Improvements 
 
We have been active in the Rothesay area to improve the accuracy 
of our Flood Warning service in the Kames Bay/Port Bannatyne 
area.  
 
Discussions with Bute’s Community Council and local community 
resilience group let us know that issuing local flood warnings can 
initiate implementation of their Community Emergency Plan, and 
deployment by householders of property flood resilience measures.  
 
Analysis of our subsequent survey showed that forecast thresholds 
now need to be adjusted, to better reflect when the area is impacted 
by sea flooding.    
 
Throughout this process, we have had great engagement with the 
Community Council and the Flood team from Argyll & Bute Council, 
so actions we take are done in partnership with the local community. 
 

2.4 Hydrometry engineering investment  
 
 
We have a network of around 700 stations measuring river, loch, 
groundwater, and tidal levels and rainfall across Scotland. This £14m 
asset base needs constant maintenance. A lot of these stations were 
originally installed in the 1950s and require refurbishment or rebuilding.   
 
Each year, we complete around 10 major rebuilds. One recently 
completed example is Kinbuck. This station was originally built in 1958 
to measure river levels and rainfall critical to understanding the Allan 
Water, a recreational fishery and tributary of the Forth. The data serves 
a real-time flood warning service for Dunblane, Bridge of Allan and 
Stirling, and enables us to regulate people and businesses who abstract 
water. These include Highland Spring and numerous farmers.  

https://www.gov.scot/publications/the-scottish-approach-to-service-design/
http://www.sepa.org.uk/environment/flooding
https://floodline.sepa.org.uk/floodupdates/info/group-id/4861/
https://floodline.sepa.org.uk/floodupdates/info/group-id/4861/
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The riverbank is mainly silt which has been slumping into the watercourse. As part of this project we 
stabilised the banks, made significant safety improvements, and rebuilt the station using a standard 
design we hope to roll out nationally through modular build. 

 

2.5 Flooding action plan launched 
 
In November, an action plan to help 
homeowners and businesses prevent damage 
caused by flooding was launched by Roseanna 
Cunningham, Cabinet Secretary for 
Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform. 
Living With Flooding: An Action Plan for 
Delivering Property Flood Resilience sets out 
advice to stop or mitigate flooding. The action 
plan has been developed by the Property Flood 
Resilience Delivery Group. We are part of the 
group, alongside stakeholders from the Scottish 
Flood Forum, the insurance industry, local 
authorities, and businesses. 
 

 
3. Our organisation 
 
3.1 Developing our people 
 

As we begin to develop our new, modern approach to job evaluation, it’s important to conclude 
cases under the existing scheme and ensure a clean break between the old and new 
approaches.  As such, towards the end of 2019 we gave staff the opportunity to submit a request for 
re-evaluation if they felt that there had been a significant change to their role since its last 
evaluation. The deadline for submitting requests was 6 December 2019. We are now working with 
applicants, their managers, and Heads of Function to determine whether the changes referred to 
are significant. A further update will be provided on the number of requests going on for full 
evaluation. As part of this work, we have recruited a new Job Evaluation Manager.  

 
3.2 Compliance and Beyond 
 

Following the restructure of the Compliance and Beyond portfolio, which was implemented in 
October 2019, work has been ongoing to ensure that staff are well supported into the new structure, 
that all issues and work areas are picked up and transferred into new teams, and that we continue 
to perform well.  
 
Despite the significance of this change, the restructure has been undertaken with few issues. There 
are some backlogs and management action is being taken to deal with these. 
 
We already have examples of the benefits of the new functional structure. In particular, significant 
progress is being made in bringing forward and simplifying enforcement measures. Through the first 
three months of 2020, we will continue the work to complete the transition to the new structure, and 
the planning to fully realise the benefits through 2020. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.scot/isbn/9781839601590/
https://www.gov.scot/isbn/9781839601590/
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3.3 External engagement 

3.3.1 Smarter waste regulation and pollution crime enforcement conference 

 
Strategy, innovation and policy were among the key themes guiding discussions at the ‘Smarter 
waste regulation and pollution crime enforcement’ conference co-hosted by the SEPA-led LIFE 
SMART Waste project and INTERPOL’s Pollution Crime Working Group in Brussels from 12-14 
November 2019. 
  
Participants examined emerging criminal trends in the illicit trade in plastic waste, shared lessons 
learned from current projects and enforcement activities, such as those identified during 
INTERPOL-coordinated operations. This allowed delegates from across the world to explore 
solutions together, highlighting the innovative tools, techniques and policy recommendations 
developed by the LIFE SMART Waste project.  

In addition, INTERPOL’s Pollution Crime Working Group reviewed a broader range of pollution 
crime priorities at the conference, including the Organized Crime-Pollution Crime nexus and marine 
pollution crime (recently targeted in INTERPOL-coordinated global law enforcement operations). 
Delegates also discussed new and growing criminal threats, such as shipbreaking and the illicit 
trade in batteries, in order to develop action plans to disrupt those illegal activities. 

Further details of the topics discussed can be found on the conference webpage. 

3.3.2 Tomorrows Capitalism: Step up – or get out of the way event 
 

Volans and Aviva Investors co-hosted this event 
which attracted over 300 leaders and influencers 
from business, finance, academia and the third 
sector. Throughout the day we heard how world 
leaders are  stepping up to drive regenerative 
systems change and heard and tested 
conclusions from the first round of the Tomorrows 
Capitalism Inquiry, of which we are a partner. 

 
As part of the day I spoke to the audience about 
our One Planet Prosperity strategy. I discussed the change in global context and how Environment 
Protection Agencies must increasingly adapt and collaborate to protect environmental quantity as 
well as quality. Businesses know that to be successful in the future they must be low-carbon. 
Environment Protection Agencies are a key partner in driving this change and successful 
innovation. I demonstrated how we are doing this with examples of our Sustainable Growth 
Agreement with Scottish Water and our work on the Leven programme. 
 
Delegates were excited and inspired by our phase two approach and wanted to learn more about 
our work over the course of the day.  

 
3.3.3 Scottish Business Sustainable Partnership 
 

As part of the Scottish Business Sustainable Partnership, we worked with Zero Waste Scotland, 
Resource Efficient Scotland, Scottish Enterprise, Highlands & Islands Enterprise, Energy Saving 
Trust, and Business Gateway to run a series of workshops in November. These workshops 
explained the latest initiatives and funding streams to support businesses to go beyond compliance 
and help deliver One Planet Prosperity.   
 
The workshops were very well attended and two of the sessions were also live streamed. The 
feedback was overwhelmingly positive, with people finding the networking opportunity and partner 
presentations the most useful.  

  

https://www.sepa.org.uk/regulations/waste/life-smart-waste/news-and-events/2019_final-conference/
https://volans.com/project/tomorrows-capitalism-inquiry/
https://volans.com/project/tomorrows-capitalism-inquiry/
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Going forward, this partnership will support not only our sector planning development and 
implementation and beyond compliance commitments, but also place environment at the heart of 
Scottish Enterprise operations as they are a key stakeholder. 

 
3.3.4 VIBES - Scottish Environment Business Awards 
 

Scotland’s commitment to tackling increasing environmental challenges has been celebrated with 
twelve companies being recognised for their commitment to sustainability at the 20th VIBES 
Scottish Environment Business Awards. 
 
On 14 November 2019, over 400 business figures came together at the Awards to celebrate the 
achievements of innovative Scottish businesses which are demonstrating vision in implementing 
environmental best practice. 
 
Twelve awards were presented on the day recognising the focus and efforts of a range of 
companies in helping to meet Scotland’s ambition to be a world leader on tackling climate change 
and inspiring others to follow their lead. Winners came from across the country and covered a range 
of industry sectors with packaging, textiles, renewables, whisky and entertainment all recognised 
 
Further information, including a list of the winners, can be found on our website.  

 

3.4 Senior staff movements and appointments 

Jo Zwitserlood, Secondment promotion to Head of Function (Materials) from 06 January 2020. 

There are no senior leavers in this period 

 

4. Action 
 
The Board is asked to note this report. Updates will be provided at the meeting. 
 
Terry A’Hearn, Chief Executive 
4 February 2020 

 

http://media.sepa.org.uk/media-releases/2019/scottish-businesses-celebrate-sustainability-success-at-20th-vibes-awards.aspx

