Application for proposed identification of a new site under the Bathing Water Directive 2006/7/Ec
Potential bathing water name:      

Ordnance Survey grid ref:     
Local authority area:     
Name of local authority, landowner or community/interest group applying for designation:     
Contact name:     
Address:     
Telephone number:     




Email address:     





Local authority co-ordination officer:        

Address:     
Telephone number:     




Email address:
Application forms and supporting material must be returned by the last working day in March. This can be done via email or by post (contact us via email to make arrangements for this):
bathingwaters@sepa.org.uk
Please note that the application process requires you to provide evidence of beach usage levels of 150 or above over a day. If you do not already have this, a count will need to be taken.  
If you are planning to collect beach user numbers during the current years bathing water season, please complete as much as possible and submit by the last working day in March. Then resubmit with additional information by the 1 September.
Any information about bathing water/beach management which you believe strengthens your application should be included.  

1.  General beach (including bathing water) description
Please submit a map showing the areas which you would like to become designated. Give a description of the beach and surrounding area (including the bathing water itself), providing information on the following where applicable: 
· the general location and visual aspects of the beach and bathing water in relation to the immediate area;
· facilities such as toilets, litter, waste and recycling, lifesaving equipment and the presence of lifeguards, car parking and slip-ways;

· access to the beach/bathing water, including paths and any access designed to assist disabled users;

· nearby coastal/country paths;
· nearby commercial businesses;
· zoning of the beach/bathing water;
· dog and other animal restrictions;

· the presence of interpretation and other information boards;
· award status (Blue Flag or Seaside Award);
· natural designations (Site of Special Scientific Interest [SSSI], Special Areas of Conservation [SAC] etc), wildlife reserves.  

     
     
2.  Water and beach usage
Give a brief description of how the beach and bathing water have been used over the last five years to support your application, highlighting any recent changes. 

     
3.  Promotion
Is the bathing water/beach actively promoted to the public? (For example, is it sign posted from the main road or promoted by tourist information centres, in leaflets, on websites, maps, or through newspapers?)

YES   FORMCHECKBOX 


NO   FORMCHECKBOX 

If yes, are any specific activities promoted, and by whom? If possible, please attach examples of promotional materials.
     
4.  Levels of beach use
Designation of a bathing water under the directive is based on levels of use.  Applicants for designation must provide evidence of sufficient usage-levels as defined here, or the application will not be considered.

To qualify for designation a minimum of 150 people must have been counted or calculated as using the beach or bathing waters over the course of a single day during daylight hours or beach opening hours. 'Use' is defined by a person's presence on the beach; a person does not need to be in the water to be counted as a beach or bathing water user. Applicants must provide evidence of this level of use on at least three separate dates, which must be in three different months, during the bathing season.
The bathing season is defined in Scotland as being from 1 June to 15 September.

The area used for the three counts should be within or the same as the area being proposed for designation.

Proof of user numbers for the beach/bathing water must be enclosed with the application. This verification may take the form of dated photographic or video evidence of the general bathing water in use or car counts or people counts verified by official bodies (eg SEPA or the local authority).  

Please complete the table below with details of user numbers on at least three eligible dates, and continue on a separate sheet if necessary.
	Date
	Time
	Total users
	Weather conditions
	Name, title and organisation affiliation of person undertaking counts, or description of other evidence

	     
	
	     
	     
	     

	     
	
	     
	     
	     

	     
	
	     
	     
	     

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


5.  Monitoring the bathing water quality
The panel will analyse water quality data from bathing waters sampled by SEPA but if you have any other supporting water quality data please submit it with your application.

To the best of your knowledge, is the bathing water quality currently sampled?

YES   FORMCHECKBOX 



NO   FORMCHECKBOX 

If yes, is information about the bathing water quality displayed and regularly updated?

YES   FORMCHECKBOX 



NO   FORMCHECKBOX 

Please give any additional information on bathing water quality. You may wish to include relevant information about the bathing water's history, compliance, known discharges and safety issues, the impact of streams and rivers, or specific incidences, like flooding.  
     
6.  Management of bathing water/beach and facilities
Please add further information and enclose other materials which you feel may support your application, along with your answers to any of the questions about management or facilities.

Beach awards
Does the bathing water currently have a Seaside Award?

YES   FORMCHECKBOX 
                             NO   FORMCHECKBOX 

Parking 
Is car parking available at the beach/bathing water?

YES   FORMCHECKBOX 
                             NO   FORMCHECKBOX 

If yes, please indicate where the parking is in proximity to the beach and how many cares it caters for.      
Safety

Is there now, or has there ever been, permanent advice against bathing at this site?

YES   FORMCHECKBOX 
                             NO   FORMCHECKBOX 

Is there any safety reason why permanent advice against bathing should be issued at this site?

YES   FORMCHECKBOX 
                             NO   FORMCHECKBOX 

If yes, please give further information.

Is there bathing water / beach supervision/ or a community beach guardian at this site?
YES   FORMCHECKBOX 
                             NO   FORMCHECKBOX 

Litter management 

Is the beach cleaned and litter removed regularly? 

YES   FORMCHECKBOX 


       NO   FORMCHECKBOX 

If 'yes' who cleans the beach (the local authority, land owner or community group)?      
Information signs
Briefly describe any information boards or signage located at the beach and who is responsible for displaying this information. (This could include notices about appropriate behaviour, bathing water quality or environmental education information).  Images of the signs would be preferred.
Facilities
If there are toilets close to the site do they drain to the public network or discharge directly to the sea? 
     
7.  Future proposals
Please describe any future plans for the bathing water/beach area. For example, this might include applications for award status, coastal/country path developments, planned improvements to local environmental quality, increased visitor numbers or community involvement. 
     
8.  Contact details for further information
SEPA



bathingwaters@sepa.org.uk
Scottish Government

waterdivision@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
Keep Scotland Beautiful
beach@ksbscotland.org.uk
Remember to enclose all supporting documentation with your application form:
· Maps of the proposed designated area (at least 1:50,000) or aerial photographs.

· Any photographs, DVDs or videos, and/or support documents which confirm beach user numbers. (Please ensure these are all dated.) 

· Water quality results if not sampled by SEPA.
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